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WINTER GAMES

ELY – Ely’s next gen-
eration of artists got a 
crash course in snow 
sculpting as part of the 
kick-off to the 2020 Ely 
Winter Festival this past 
week. The ten-day festi-
val runs through Feb. 16.

For the first time, 
professional sculptors 
are mentoring several 
local high school and 
Vermilion Community 
College art students, 
along with VCC’s interim 

art instructor, on snow 
carving. 

“This is yet another 
way to help promote our 
festival and celebrate 
this wonderful season,” 

REGIONAL - Just days before the start 
of a new legislative session, Iron Range polit-
ical clout took a hit Saturday when influential 
District 3 Sen. Tom 
Bakk, of Cook, was 
ousted as the leader 
of Senate DFLers.

A f t e r  s i x 
hours of closed-
door deliberations, 
Susan Kent of 
Woodbury, a Twin 
Cities suburb, was 
elected to replace 
Bakk, ending his 
nine-year run as 
leader of the DFL 
caucus.

Caucus members, including Bakk, were 
uniformly tight-lipped after the marathon 
session, declining to comment on internal 

Bakk ousted 
as Senate 
DFL leader

Tom Bakk

HEALTHCARE

Townships 
seek changes 
in ambulance 
subsidies

REGIONAL— Last month, city officials 
in Tower asked townships to provide their 
input on potential revisions to a contract 
under which townships help subsidize the 
purchase of ambulances for the city-run 
emergency service. It turns out, city officials 
may not like what they hear.

The shift by the Tower Area Ambulance 
Service (TAAS) to a 24-hour, paid on-call 
service financed mostly by non-emergency 
inter-hospital transfers, has prompted some 
area townships to push for a piece of the 
action. They’re not seeking payments from 
the proceeds of those transfers. Instead, 
according to a framework developed by 
officials in Eagles Nest Township, they 
want a portion of the revenue generated from 
transfers dedicated to an escrow account that 

REGIONAL — The 
Timberjay was among 
the top award winners 
at last week’s annual 
Minnesota Newspaper 
Association convention 
held in Brooklyn Park. 

The Timberjay won 
a total of 12 awards, 
including first place for 
General Excellence in 
its size category and six 
other first-place awards. 
That included first-place 

honors in Typography 
and Design, Editorial Page 
as a Whole, Hard News, 

Sports Feature Story, and 
Advertising Excellence. 

Timberjay Publisher 
Marshall Helmberger also 
won both first and second 
place in Investigative 
Reporting, winning the top 

award for the Timberjay’s 
examination of a ques-
tionable hiring decision 
at the Department of 
Iron Range Resources 
and Rehabilitation. “This 
article did everything a 

good investigation should: 
identify a problem, explain 
what is wrong, elicit 
outrage and— most impor-
tantly— lead to a positive 

Timberjay brings home the gold at Minnesota Newspaper convention

Chilly classroom
Snow sculpture school 
features lessons in cold art
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Students recreated this wolf model in a block of snow 
in Ely’s Whiteside Park. photo by K. VandervortSee...ELY pg. 10

See...MNA  pg. 11

ScoutS tESt outdoor SkillSScoutS tESt outdoor SkillS
COOK — In an epic conflict 

Saturday at the former Cook school, 
pitting “ninjas” against “screaming 
weasels” and “loons,” a group of 
female “dragons” from Cherry had 
the right combination of skills and 
teamwork to emerge victorious.

The event was the annual Scouts 
BSA Klondike Derby, a test of outdoor 
skills and teamwork hosted by Cook 

Scout Troop 128. As 2019 champion, 
Cook served as host of the event and 
did not compete against whimsically 
named Scout patrols from Cherry, 
Eveleth, Hibbing, and Virginia.

“Because we’re hosting, our 

kids are all working in the stations,” 
Cook Scoutmaster Rock Gillson 
said. “Austin (Durbin) is inside with 
Mario Kart, Kory (Zallar) is out with 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor Cook Troop 128 hosts Klondike Derby

See...SCOUTS  pg. 11

Cherry patrol members Joey Jude, Wyatt Kane, and James 
Stafsholt guide their Klondike sled toward their next skills test 
last Saturday at the Klondike Derby in Cook. photo by D. Colburn

Tough Tough 
month for month for 
deer...deer...
See /See /4B4B
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NORTHERN PROGRESSIVESHockey Day in Soudan get underway 
on Saturday, Feb. 8 at 11 a.m.

SOUDAN- Everyone is invited to attend this 
year’s Hockey Day in Soudan on Saturday, Feb. 8 
starting at 11 a.m. at the Soudan Skating Rink.

Boot hockey games will be played from 12 
noon - 2 p.m. Players are asked to come with their 
own teams.

The premier event, the Tower vs. Soudan game, 
will be played at 2 p.m. Teams will be picked prior 
to the start of the game. Players do not have to live 
in Tower or Soudan to play.

Food and beverages will served by Good Ol’ 
Days. A 50/50 raffle will be held. The last three 
years, the raffle raised enough to purchase a new 
sound system for the warming shack. This year, 
organizers are raising money to purchase a pre-
owned ice-smoothing unit.

Chimpy will sponsor a children’s skating party 
on Sunday, Feb. 9 from 12 noon - 2 p.m.

Ruby’s Pantry on Feb. 13 in Cook
COOK- The next Ruby’s Pantry food distri-

bution will be on Thursday, Feb. 13 from 4:30 to 
6 p.m. at the old Cook School. Registration begins 
at 3 p.m. A $20 cash donation at the door buys an 
abundance of food. Volunteers are asked to please 
arrive at 3 p.m. Please bring your own containers. 
Starting in March, all registration must be done 
online at rubyspantry.com prior to distribution. 
Ruby’s Pantry is sponsored by St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church of Alango. For more information, contact 
Amy Viita at 218-666-2220. 

DNR Supervisor Tom Rusch to present 
at MN Deer Hunters Association 
meeting, Feb. 12

MT IRON- DNR Area Wildlife Supervisor 
Tom Rusch oversees more than 4,770 square miles 
of Northeastern Minnesota, of which 75 percent 
is open to public hunting. He will speak about the 
deer in the areas he supervises at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Mt. Iron Community Center on Wednesday, Feb. 
12. His presentation, which is open to the public, 
will include a question and answer period.  A short 
business meeting of the Minnesota Deer Hunters 
Association, Sturgeon River Chapter will follow.

2020 Census hiring event, Feb. 12 at 
Cook Library

COOK- Help your community by working for 
the U.S. Census Bureau. The U.S. Census Bureau 
is currently hiring for the 2020 Census. Open inter-
views will be held at the Cook Public Library on 
Wednesday, Feb. 12 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Pay 
starts at $24/hour.

The count happens every 10 years and influ-
ences how more than $675 billion from more than 
100 federal programs are distributed to states and 
localities each year. Here’s some of what the census 
numbers effect: Medicaid, school lunch programs, 
community development grants, road and school 
construction, medical services, and business loca-
tions. For more information, visit 2020census.gov/
jobs.

Voyageurs National Park hosts 
Sullivan Bay snowshoe hike

INT’L FALLS- Join Park Ranger Hailey Burley 
on a 1.5-mile round trip guided snowshoe hike at 
the Sullivan Bay Trail on Sunday, Feb. 9. Meet at 
the trailhead off Meadwood Rd. near the Ash River 
Visitor Center. This free event will go from 1 – 3 
p.m. Bring your own snowshoes or borrow a pair 
from the Rainy Lake Visitor Center by making a 
reservation in advance no later than Friday, Feb. 7, 
by calling 218-286-5258. The hike is recommended 
for ages five and up. 

E L Y -  T h e  E l y 
Chamber of Commerce 
is pleased to announce a 
new program designed 
to support the business 
community, entrepre-
neurs, and those seeking 
to start a business. The 
goal of the Northwoods 

Business Incubator is to 
develop, maintain and 
expand connections with 
area resources and make 
those resources available 
to the business community.

Monthly meetings 
are scheduled starting 
next week and running 
through April.  Meetings 
will break for the summer 
season and resume in 

October. Meeting topics 
will include workforce 
solutions, business devel-
opment classes, business 
resources and tours of area 
businesses.

Those seeking support 
and resources outside of 
the monthly meetings are 
welcome to stop in at the 
Chamber. Resource infor-
mation is available and free 

of charge.
Upcoming meet-
ings

Feb. 20: 9 a.m. at 
Frandsen Bank and Trust, 
Ely: Sandi Larson from the 
Entrepreneur Fund will be 
discussing the Women’s 
Business Alliance and a 
variety of Entrepreneur 
Fund programs. Joining 
Sandi will be the Ely-area 
contacts for the EF.

March  19 :  Cur t 
W a l c z a k  f r o m  t h e 
Northeast MN SBDC will 
lead a class on Creating 
DIY Websites and SEO for 
Small Businesses.

Apr i l  16 :  Betsy 
Olivanti from Northeast 
MN SBDC will lead a class 
on Developing Financial 
Projections.

If your business is 
interested in hosting or par-
ticipating in a Northwoods 
B u s i n e s s  I n c u b a t o r 
meeting, please contact 
the Chamber office at 218-
365-6123 or director@ely.
org.  Seating is limited, 
so please RSVP for the 
sessions.

Northwoods Business Incubator classes beginning
ELY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

EMBARRASS- Sisu 
Heritage, Inc. will hold 
its annual meeting at 2 
p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 23 at 
Embarrass Town Hall. The 
featured speaker is Kristen 
Vake, anchor, reporter 
and producer at CBS 3 
News in Duluth. Vake will 
speak about her experience 
growing up on the Iron 
Range, the importance of 
mining in her life, and her 
Eye on Mining report on 
CBS 3.

 In addition to this won-
derful speaker, the annual 
meeting is an opportu-

nity to hear the presi-
dent’s report and financial 
report, approve new board 
members, learn about 
2020’s upcoming events 
and projects, socialize with 
fellow Sisu members over 
coffee an’ - and even win 
a door prize.

 Sisu members are 
encouraged to attend. All 
community members are 
invited to join them for 
the afternoon. The meeting 
is a chance to learn about 
the historical preservation 
work Sisu Heritage is 
doing and how to support 

it. Memberships are just 
$10 per year.

 Embarrass Town Hall 

is located at 7503 Levander 
Rd. Call 218-984-3024 
with any questions.

Congressional candidate Quinn Nystrom to 
speak at Crescent Bar on Feb. 11

REGIONAL- The Iron Range 
Partnership for Sustainability works 
to support and encourage sustainabil-
ity projects within our communities. 
Organizations, students, groups, 
churches or businesses that have a 
project idea to advance the health 
and sustainability of Iron Range 
communities, but need funding to 
support it, are encouraged to apply 
for the Community Sustainability 
Initiative (CSI). Members of the 
IRPS Board of Directors and the 
Earth Fest Planning Team review 
and discuss all proposals. The top 
four proposals will win $500 to 
implement their projects. In addition, 
a $200 People’s Choice Award is 
voted on by attendees at the annual 
Earth Fest, held this year on Saturday, 

April 25 in Mt. Iron. 
Contest applications are due by 

Sunday, April 5. This year is focused 
on “Energizing the Future,” with 
an emphasis on building more local 
sustainable energy projects, such as 
solar and wind power. You’ll also 
be able to learn how last year’s CSI 
winners put their awards to work for 
sustainability in their community.

The Community Sustainability 
Initiative is intended to provide 
the opportunity for people in 
Northeastern Minnesota to take 
action on one or more of the three 
areas of sustainability: the local 
economy, the community, and the 
environment. Think creatively, 
these three areas of sustainability 
are open to many different ways 

to be innovative and unique with 
a proposed project. Proposals may 
be for a standalone project, or one 
that is part of a larger goal. Visit the 
IRPS website at www.irpsmn.org/
csi to submit your proposal. If you 
have questions about the contest, or 
would like to submit your proposal in 
writing, please contact Janna Goerdt 
at fatchickenfarm@gmail.com.

The CSI contest is supported 
by the IRPS Silent Auction, which 
takes place each year at Earth Fest. 
Participants place bids on goods 
and services generously donated by 
local individuals, businesses and 
organizations.

COOK- Quinn Nystrom, can-
didate for the Democratic-Farmer-
Labor Party endorsement for U.S. 
Representative from Minnesota’s 
8th Congressional District, will be 
the featured speaker at a special 
meeting of Northern Progressives 
on Tuesday, Feb. 11 at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Crescent Bar and Grill at 9257 
Olson Rd. in Cook. The meeting is 
open to the public.

Nystrom is challenging first-
term incumbent Pete Stauber for the 
8th District seat. She is a fourth-gen-
eration resident of Minnesota’s Crow 
Wing County. 

At 28 years old, Nystrom 
became the youngest person – and 
only woman at the time – to serve 
on the Baxter City Council. While 
serving on the city council she was 
the council liaison to the Community 
Behavioral Health Hospital and 

worked with local law enforcement 
to crack down on sex trafficking.

Nystrom has been advocating 
on healthcare issues, especially 
affordable prescription drug cover-
age, since she was in grade school. 
She has become well known as an 
advocate for persons living with 
diabetes, and lobbied last year for a 
bill in the state legislature to make 
insulin more affordable and acces-
sible to everyone.

When that bill died in the 
Republican-controlled Senate, 
Nystrom helped organize a series 
of well-publicized car and bus car-
avans to purchase insulin in Canada, 
where insulin is much cheaper, and 
available over the counter. 

For more information about this 
event or about Northern Progressives, 
contact Leah Rogne at 218-787-2212 
or leah.rogne@gmail.com.

Community Sustainability Initiative grants available

Quinn Nystrom

Kristen Vake to speak at Sisu Heritage annual meeting, Feb. 23

Join us!

Join us!

Brew-it

5PM • GRAND ELY LODGE 

Thursday •  February 13

For info & registration, go to rootbeerlady.com/programs-events

Call 218-365-4451    Email info@rootbeerlady.com

Saturday •  February 8

Friday •  February 14

Whirlwind!

 Yourself  
1 0 - 1 1 A M  $ 1 0 / P E R S O N

Annual

FUNdraising

Dinner

Sunday • February 9

3 - 4  &  6 - 7 P M  $ 1 0 / P E R S O N

1 1 A M - 2 P M    F R E E

$25 MEMBERS • $35 NON-MEMBERS 

C L A S S E S

R a f f l e s  •  S i l e n t  A u c t i o n

D o o r  P r i z e s

&  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g

Ely Community Health Center 

Open Every Thursday 5:30-7 p.m.
Providing NO COST basic healthcare and referrals

111 S 4th Ave E, Ely
Volunteer opportunities also available



T O W E R -  “ A t 
heart, I’m a never-end-
ing learner,” said David 
Colburn, the Timberjay’s 
newly-hired news editor, 
who started work this 
week. “Small town jour-
nalism is a wonderful way 
in which to engage that 
passion.”

Colburn will be cov-
ering news and sports in 
Cook and Orr, as well as 
a wide range of regional 
news.

Colburn grew up in a 
small town in Kansas, and 
has lived and worked both 
in the Midwest and on the 
West Coast, most recently 
in Missoula, Mont.

“I was introduced to 
the newspaper business 
in my Kansas hometown 
as a high school intern,” 
he said. “And I returned 
to that hometown in 2014 
to work as news editor for 
three weekly newspapers.”

Besides the news-
paper business, Colburn 
has spent a lot of his 
career in early childhood 
education, running Head 
Start programs, teaching 
early childhood education 
and child development, 
and supervising student 
teachers. He taught early 
childhood education at the 
college level in Kansas, 
Chicago, and St. Louis.

But after returning 
to journalism in 2014, 
he feels he has found his 
calling. And moving to 

northern Minnesota, in the 
winter, has not dampened 
that enthusiasm.

“I’m excited about 
what I’ve discovered so 
far in my week living in 
Minnesota,” he said.  “For 
their size, all the towns in 
this area are more vibrant 
than rural towns I’ve 
encountered in Kansas.”

Colburn has already 
made friends and is plan-
ning on making quite a 
few more.

“All the people have 
been incredibly welcom-
ing,” he said. “It feels like 
an excellent fit.”

Colburn  i s  now 
prepared for the winter 
weather, after visiting Ely 
and outfitting himself with 
a Wintergreen jacket and 
Steger mukluks, and he is 

ready for adventures in the 
outdoors.

“I love nature photog-
raphy,” he said.

Colburn, who cut 
his teeth in journalism 
as a sportswriter, is also 
excited to cover local 
high school sports, includ-
ing the North Woods 
Grizzlies.

“High school sports is 
competition at its purest,” 
he said. “The enthusiasm 
of the players and fans is 
something that’s really 
appealing.”

Colburn has already 
seen the Grizzly girls in 
action and met their coach 
and is hoping that the 
teams play well into the 
tournament season.

ELY-  Council members here 
approved a 2020 water, sewer 
and electricity rate hike recom-
mendation from the Ely Utilities 
Commission at their meeting on 
Tuesday night. Utility customers 
will be able to sound off on the 
increases at a public hearing 
scheduled for 5 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Feb. 18.

EUC customers will be 
charged a 50-cent increase in 
the monthly fixed fee for water 
service, and a one-dollar increase 
in the monthly fixed fee for sewer 
service in the coming year. In 

addition, electricity usage rates 
will increase by one percent.

In a memo to the council, 
C l e r k - Tr e a s u r e r  H a r o l d 
Langowski said the commission 
continues to ensure that operat-
ing fund balances are sufficient 
to avoid the need to make major 
rate increases. “We look at the 
long term rather than year-to-
year,” he said.

“Our intent for each enter-
prise fund is to be at a break-even 
position, not including depreci-
ation, so that we can be assured 
reserves are available in the case 
of unexpected expenditures,” 

Langowski said. “In addition, a 
break-even outcome allows the 
EUC to receive the best possible 
bond market rates when it comes 
time to accomplish larger proj-
ects that require long-term debt 
service.”

For the water utility, a one 
dollar fixed fee increase last 
year allowed the cash balance 
to remain steady, according to 
Langowski. “However, looking 
ahead to 2020, we plan to com-
plete required maintenance to the 
water tower and are forecasting 
increases in fixed and variable 
costs,” he said. “These costs 

leave the fund about $20,000 
short of breaking even in 2020. 
The recommendation is the fixed 
fee rate be increased by 50 cents 
to recover most of the deficit.” 
The fixed fee for water will 
increase from $15.25 to $15.75 
per month.

Likewise, the sewer utility 
will see a fixed fee increase from 
$15.20 to $16.20 per month. 
That rate was not adjusted in 
2019. “Throughout the year, 
we developed and implemented 
a mercury minimization plan 
(MMP), as required by the 
Minnesota Pollution Control 

Agency, designed to meet our 
mercury permit discharge limit 
that requires the execution of a 
pilot plant at the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant,” Langowski 
said. “We were looking at being 
about $35,000 short of breaking 
even in 2020, so we recommend 
the one-dollar fixed fee increase 
to recover most of that deficit.”

For the electric utility, the 
one-percent increase recommen-
dation is mainly due to the debt 
service on a meter replacement 
project. “Looking ahead to 2020, 
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by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

CITY OF ELY

David Colburn joins Timberjay staff
TIMBERJAY NEWS

See  UTILITIES...pg. 5

Big enough to serve you; small enough to know you.

YOUR Comfort
is OUR priority

We’ll put our heads together to find the
perfect products for your home...

Rugs • Carpet
Hardware

Cabinets
Countertops

Flooring
Tile

Ceramic
Bathrooms

& More!

floortoceiling.com/virginia

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri
8 AM-5:30 PM

Thurs. 8 AM-6:30 PM
Sat. 9 AM-3 PM

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

David Colburn, the new Cook/Orr Editor, joined 
the Timberjay staff this past week. 
photo by J. Summit

Council approves Ely utility rate hikes

HOURS: Mon-Sat: 9-5:30
145 W. Camp St, Ely • 365-6555

Happy Valentine’s Day!
ELY  FLOWER  &  SEEDELY  FLOWER  &  SEED

Don’t forget about
your pets!

NEW Shipment
of Houseplants

In-Stock!

Browse our Gift Items to
sweeten your 

Valentine’s special day!

Echo wins city legals with sleight-of-hand math



“In the beginning,” U.S. 
states chartered corporations 
for public benefit to build roads 
and canals.  Laws set strict 
limits on corporate charters that 
could be revoked if the public 
was harmed.  Directors who 
abused their authority were held 
accountable.  The Revolution 
overthrew English rule, but also 
fought corporate extraction of 
wealth, resources and control 
of trade at the expense of the 
colonies.

In 1819, the U.S. Supreme 
Court limited states’ rights to 
revoke corporate charters and 
in the next two centuries the 
court “created in their own 
image” these fictional persons.  
Corporations were allowed 
to become conglomerates for 
control of resources, worker 
and  community rights.  These 
engines of wealth and inequality 
turned our national treasure into 
massive private fortunes.

Political and economic 
power shifted from communi-
ty-based enterprise to distant, 
absentee overlords.  Private 
wealth bought politicians, 
hired goon squads to deny 
worker rights, and propaganda 
spewed a gospel to sanctify the 
virtues of corporate capitalism.  
Opposition was demonized and 
crushed.  “Free market” fable 
and fantasy became a religion 
of myth and magic.

Rule of law holds a natural 
person legally responsible for 
wrongdoing, but corporate per-
sonhood enjoys limited liability 
and is rarely held responsible 
for criminal acts and public 
harm.  This places them above 
the law.  The 14th amendment 
(1868) granted freed slaves 
equal protection of the law, but 
the courts perverted its meaning 
for corporate benefit, not for 
what was intended.  

Corporate rights expand 
while their responsibility shrinks 
and the sovereign rights of 
citizens are diminished and 
degraded.  Global corporate 
power far exceeds that of most 
nations in the world.   Next, they 
will claim divine right as rulers 

of the universe.  Justice Louis 
Brandeis admonished, “We can 
have democracy in this country, 
or we can have great wealth in 
the hands of a few, but we can’t 
have both.”

Harold Honkola
Tower 

As a board member of two 
Ely nonprofits, I’m very dis-
appointed by the Ely Chamber 
of Commerce’s decision to 
eliminate nonprofits from the 
Blueberry and Harvest Moon 
festivals. This is wrong-headed. 
Ely’s nonprofits are the beating 
heart of our community. They 
are a factor when people decide 
to move to Ely. Ely’s nonprofit 
booths at our festivals represent 
many wonderful efforts being 
made by our citizens. Many of 
them are part of our city’s eco-
nomic development as well. Isn’t 
the Chamber all about economic 
development? 

By cutting out the Ely 
Winter Festival, the Chamber is 
shooting itself in the foot. The 
Winter Festival, of which I’m 
a board member, brings tens of 
thousands of visitors to Ely in 
the dead of winter and showcases 
our arts and culture. At our booth 
at the Blueberry Festival, we 
always connect with hundreds 
of people who say they’ll come 
back in February. We have 
rack cards, our lovely pins and 
T-shirts, and hand-crafted mugs 
for sale. These sales help our 
nonprofit raise essential funds. 
Ely’s largest arts festival, the 
Ely Winter Festival and Ely 
ArtWalk, should not be blocked 
from participating in our premier 
Blueberry/Arts Festival.

I still do not understand the 
justification that the Chamber 
distributed. I think there’s 
more room in the park than 
the Chamber has indicated. 
And yes, nonprofits pay less 
to be members and to have 
booths, but really, what’s a few 
hundred dollars? Let nonprofits 
participate!

Carol Orban
Ely

The ninth amendment of 
the U.S. Bill of Rights states 
that listing specific rights of 
individuals in the Constitution 
does not mean that people do 
not have other rights that have 
not been included.  Question?  
Do citizens have a right to clean 
air and water?

This amendment anticipat-
ed situations that the framers of 
the Constitution understood they 
could not anticipate.  A prime 
example is the degradation of 
climate due, to a large extent, 
to emissions from fossil fuels 
into the atmosphere, referred to 
as greenhouse emissions.

President Lyndon Johnson’s 
scientific advisory committee on 
environmental pollution warned 
that by the year 2000, humanity’s 
greenhouse emissions would 
“modify the heat balance of the 
atmosphere to such an extent 
that marked changes in climate 
… could occur.”

Subsequently, it has been 
argued in court that there is 
evidence that fossil fuel compa-
nies know the damage that their 
products do and actively seek to 
direct public debate elsewhere.

Do the fossil fuel com-
panies bear any monetary 
liability for their significant con-
tribution to the costly effects of 
global warming causing floods, 
droughts, wind, fires, fine parti-
cle pollution?   Are the previous 
litigations and settlements of the 
tobacco, lead paint, asbestos and 
black lung cases precedents for 
monetary settlements?  Or are 
the taxpayers “on the hook” 
for the costs resulting from  
pollution causing public health 
issues and for the costs of the 
reconstruction of infrastructure 
and land reclamation? 

The question is do citizens 
have a right to clean air and water 
that enables them to compel 
fossil fuel emitters to convert 
to renewable, non-polluting 
sources of energy?

Gerry Snyder
Ely

Te c h n o l o g y 
and elections have 
proven to be a bad 
combination. 

We saw that 
play out once again 
on Monday night, 
when the break-
down of a smart-
phone app that Iowa 
Democrats thought 
would allow party 
officials to quickly 
and easily report the 
results of their pres-

idential caucuses, 
predictably melted 
down into a festering 
pile of goo.

After months 
of campaigning and 
tens of millions of 
dollars expended by 
more than a dozen 
candidates, the only 
definitive answer to 
come from Iowa was 
that party officials 
there either don’t 
know how to hire 

a credible technology firm, or 
don’t know how to operate their 
smartphones. Or, more likely, 
both. 

While something resem-
bling results of the caucuses 
eventually made its way into the 
public sphere, the Monday night 
meltdown inevitably lessened 
the impact of the news and, once 
again, left voters who had made 
the effort to participate feeling 
disenfranchised and disheart-
ened through no fault of their 
own. Will we ever know the true 

results of the Iowa Democratic 
caucuses? Who knows? For all 
the time and money spent in the 
state, it will ultimately be New 
Hampshire that, hopefully, offers 
a more definitive take on the race 
come Tuesday. So, in the end, no 
one will likely even remember 
what happened in Iowa. They 
had their 15 minutes of fame and 
upchucked on stage in front of 
the television cameras. Clearly, 
it’s time to move on.

In the meantime, I can 
only hope it prompts a little 

soul-searching about the many 
ways that our love affair with 
high-tech has undermined confi-
dence in our electoral processes. 
In every case, it’s the quest for 
quick results that leads to the 
kind of muddled mess we expe-
rienced in Iowa this week.

And it isn’t just electron-
ic voting systems that we’ve 
somehow managed to foul up. 
Who can forget the bizarre “but-
terfly ballot” from Palm Beach 
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Small town papers
Technological change threatens the  

future of news in rural America

See  CAUCUS...pg. 5

Iowa shows technology no fix for election process

There should be 
room for nonprofits 
in Ely festivals

Small town newspapers 
have been an integral part of 
American life for centuries, 
which is why it’s easy to think 
that they’ll always be there. 

Yet, like their big city 
cousins, small-town and rural 
papers are grappling with the 
slow erosion of a subscriber 
base that is aging by the day 
and an up-and-coming gener-
ation that obtains virtually all 
of its information, and consid-
erable misinformation, from 
the Internet. It’s now easy to 
imagine the day in the not too 
distant future when printing 
presses across the country 
finally grind to a halt, like so 
many past victims of techno-
logical change.

The question then becomes: 
Who will cover the news, espe-
cially in small communities? 

While some of the largest 
newspapers in the country have 
had success navigating to the 
web, they still rely on their print 
product for the vast majority of 
their revenue. For small town 
papers, Internet sales, for both 
online subscriptions and online 
advertising, currently amount 
to less than five percent of their 
total sales on average. With 
a very active website, we do 
somewhat better than that here 
at the Timberjay. Even so, the 
bottom line is that every small 
town newspaper is dependent 
on their print product to survive. 
If and when print newspapers 
disappear, local news coverage 
in small town America could 
well go with it.

Think of what that would 
mean in your own community. 
When people lack basic infor-
mation about the place where 
they live, how do they engage 
in the democratic process? 
How do they find out that 
their city council is planning 
to hike their water bill, or that 
the school district is being led 
down the primrose path toward 
a major new facilities project 
that will take a big whack at 
their pocketbooks? Who will 
they rely on to uncover mis-
management or corruption at 
city hall? It’s no surprise that 
one recent study documented 
that where newspapers fold, 
the cost of government goes 
up. The disappearance of the 
public’s watchdog won’t come 
without consequence.

But it’s not just the loss of 
reporting on government. For 
centuries, small towns across 
America relied on their local 
newspaper to inform them 
about all aspects of their com-
munity. It’s where they read 
about and see photos of their 
local sports team or learn about 
the latest offering from the local 
community theater. It’s where 
they discover what’s happening 
at their local schools, church-

es, or civic organizations, and 
when the potholes on their street 
are scheduled to be filled. It’s 
where they turn for the menu 
for senior dining, or to learn a 
little bit more about the lives of 
their neighbors. It’s where they 
turn to see a picture of the new 
baby born in town last week, or 
the photo of a long-time friend 
or neighbor who has reached the 
end of their time here on Earth.

These are things that matter 
to a community. They are the 
ties that bind. 

If you think social media 
will replace newspapers, think 
again. While there is some reli-
able information available on 
Facebook or Twitter, it’s only 
when such posts are linked to 
a story from a credible news 
organization, usually a news-
paper. Other than that, social 
media is the modern version 
of getting your news from local 
barroom banter. 

In the vast majority of 
cases, the people who put out 
small town newspapers across 
the country are dedicated to 
their craft and understand the 
importance of checking their 
facts before going to press. 
They also recognize the con-
tinuous fight that’s necessary to 
preserve access to those facts. 
Newspapers and related organi-
zations, such as the Minnesota 
Newspaper Association, are 
instrumental in the fight to 
maintain public access to infor-
mation. Those fights are never 
easy. While there are many in 
government who remain ded-
icated to transparency, there 
are always some who push 
relentlessly for the right to 
keep government information 
from the public. And it’s not 
just government officials. As 
our readers know too well, it is 
also big corporations that stand 
to benefit from government 
decisions that would love to 
keep their machinations secret. 
Without the organized efforts 
of newspapers consistently 
pushing back against such 
efforts, our rights to public 
access would quickly erode. 

Random people sounding 
off on Facebook won’t have 
the resources or the clout to 
effectively push back against 
those who would undermine 
our collective rights to govern-
ment records.

So, what’s the solution? We 
wish we had an answer, because 
the stakes here are high. The 
founding fathers recognized 
that a democratic form of 
government was not possible 
without an informed electorate, 
which is why they put freedom 
of the press at the very top of 
the Bill of Rights. But what will 
those rights matter the day the 
presses stop running?

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

Return corporate 
power to the  
original intent 

Can the Constitution 
protect us from 
climate change? 



The news can get pretty 
discouraging these days. We all 
know people who refuse to pay 
attention to it because it’s bad 
for their mental health. But if 
you tune in to what’s happen-
ing right around you, you can 
find reasons to feel downright 
hopeful. Recently we had the 
chance to visit a factory pro-
ducing solar panels, and to hear 
about grassroots clean energy 
projects popping up all over 
northeastern Minnesota.

The “we” was a group of 
about two dozen people from 
Duluth and the Iron Range.  We 
were participating in an event 
on Jan. 7 called Let There Be 
Light: Solar Initiatives Close 
to Home. The event was orga-
nized by two ecumenical, inter-
faith groups in the Northland, 
Congregations Caring for the 
Earth and Minnesota Interfaith 
Power and Light. The day began 
with the tour of the Heliene 
solar factory in Mt. Iron and 
ended with a lunch and speak-
ers’ panel hosted at Messiah 
Lutheran Church.  (Messiah is 
the birthplace of the Iron Range 
Earth Fest, the largest annual 

sustainability event in northern 
Minnesota). 

The Heliene plant is a bright-
ly lit, ultra-clean building that 
hums with machinery and people 
turning out solar panels that are 
in demand around the country. 
The creation of a five-layer 
sandwich of glass, solar cells, 
electrical components, and 
framing requires a clean setting; 
workers wear gloves and head-
gear to keep contaminants out. 
About eighty workers supervise 
precision machines from Europe 
and China—including a giant 
robot arm that quickly assembles 
thin solar wafers on a glass panel 
roughly three feet by five feet. 
More automation is coming, 
which will enable the company 
to add another dozen workers and 
weekend shifts. They turn out 
nearly a thousand solar panels a 
day, for a total of 120 megawatts 
in a year.  That’s enough to power 
about 15,000 homes.

Some of those panels will 
be installed this summer on the 
roof of the Whole Foods Co-op 
store in Duluth’s Denfeld neigh-
borhood. Executive Director 
Sarah Hannigan told our group 
that the 65-kilowatt array will 
be the largest in Duluth. The 

project grows naturally from 
one of the co-op’s core values, 
concern for community. The 
co-op has arranged with the 
American Indian Community 
Housing Organization, indige-
nous-owned solar installer Solar 
Bear, and solar developer IPS 
Solar to recruit and train twenty 
local people to install the panels. 
Clean energy jobs like solar 
installation are among the fastest 
growing employment categories 
in Minnesota.

Many of us would like to use 
renewable energy, but we don’t 
have a house with the best solar 
potential, or we’re renters, or we 
can’t afford our own systems. 
People are coming up with 
creative ways to sidestep these 
challenges. 

In Grand Rapids, a long 
process of citizen-led planning 
will culminate this year in con-
struction of a one-megawatt 
community solar garden. Bill 
Schnell of the Itasca Clean 
Energy Team describes it as 
a large solar array, centrally 
located, tied to the electrical grid, 
and using a subscription model 
to encourage broad participa-
tion. A project like this offers 
economies of scale, simplicity 

for subscribers, and in this case, 
higher financial return because 
the array will be paired with 
a battery storage system. The 
city-owned power company will 
be able to store the electricity it 
generates and sell it onto the grid 
when the price is higher. Over the 
25-year life of the project, the 
system is expected to save the 
city at least four million dollars.

Another creative approach is 
SUN (Solar United Neighbors), 
a group-buy program used by 
activists on the Iron Range. 
Families join together to choose 
a solar installer to install renew-
able energy equipment in their 
homes. The group buy makes it 
more affordable for all. 

Another local group, Lake 
Superior Solar Finance LLC, has 
created a new way for ordinary 
people to invest in big solar proj-
ects. It’s a bit like a Kickstarter 
campaign, but instead of making 
a donation to a project and getting 
a T-shirt, people can invest in 
solar energy and get a financial 
return.  The first project is raising 
money now for a solar garden for 
the Red Lake Indian community. 
The minimum investment is 
$1,000, and the guaranteed rate 
of return is 2.5 percent, with 

money back in five to six years. 
Our day offered participants 

hope in more than one form.  In 
addition to inspiring us with 
the scope and variety of solar 
energy initiatives in northeastern 
Minnesota, people from Duluth 
and the Range together discov-
ered our shared commitments to 
our common future.  And that’s 
where hope begins.  

Stephanie Hemphill, of 
Duluth, is a retired environment 
reporter for Minnesota Public 
Radio and co-editor of the online 
magazine www.agatemag.com. 
Bret Pence, of Duluth, is the 
Greater Minnesota Director of 
Minnesota Interfaith Power and 
Light. Kristin Foster, of Cook, is a 
retired pastor in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America 
who served for three decades 
as pastor of Messiah Lutheran 
Church.  She chairs the steering 
committee of Congregations 
Caring for the Earth.  She is also 
board chair of the Iron Range 
Partnership for Sustainability 
and co-chair of the EcoFaith 
Network Leadership Team of the 
Northeastern Minnesota Synod.  
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CAUCUS...Continued from page 4

Look locally for solutions to climate crisis

UTILITIES...Continued from page 3

by STEPHANIE HEMPHILL
Contribu

County, Florida, that prompted 
thousands of little old Jewish 
ladies to mistakenly vote for 
Pat Buchanan? Or the dimpled 
or hanging chads that befuddled 
election officials in Florida for 
days? It seems that there are 
always those looking to improve 
on the basic ballot, rarely with 
success.

The Florida election mess in 
2000 prompted another techno-
logical “fix” as federal and state 
governments spent billions on a 
variety of fancy voting equip-
ment, including touch screen 
machines, many without any 
paper backup. You just touch a 
screen and hope it records the 
vote you wanted. To many, this 
seemed like a disaster in the 
making, one that became fright-
eningly real in 2016 when we 

learned that Russian hackers had 
been working to punch through 
fire walls meant to protect voting 
results from remote manipula-
tion. All our billions, in other 
words, bought us nothing but 
more potential trouble. They may 
not have succeeded in 2016, but 
what about this year?

Don’t get me wrong— tech-
nology has its place in our elec-
tions. But I like that old school 
technology— a paper ballot and 
a number two pencil. That’s 
technology that everyone knows 
how to use and that provides 
the ultimate backup whenever 
questions arise. 

Monday night’s disaster was 
a classic failure of imagination. 
The tech guys who designed the 
app were undoubtedly young and 
smart (or maybe just arrogant?), 

but they apparently missed the 
fact that many of those who were 
supposed to use their creation 
were retirees who may know 
how to make a call or snap a 
photo on their smartphones, but 
little else. The new system was 
clearly not adequately tested and 
their supposed “fail-safe,” which 
involved calling the state party 
headquarters for instructions, 
simply jammed the phone lines. 
The help line left everyone 
helpless.

It was made worse by the 
fact that Iowans have taken a 
caucus process already known 
as complex and turned it into an 
indecipherable cluster. For years, 
here in Minnesota, caucus-goers 
received a simple presidential 
ballot and a pencil. We marked 
the box next to the candidate we 

preferred, the votes were tallied 
and phoned in, and we typically 
had most results in time for the 
ten-o-clock news. And if there 
were ever any questions, the 
ballots were there for everyone 
to review. 

I’m not even going to try to 
explain the details of the process 
used in Iowa because I’m not 
sure I understand it. In general, 
there’s a “standing caucus,” 
where people assemble in dif-
ferent parts of the room based 
on their initial candidate pref-
erences. Those who supported 
candidateswho didn’t reach a 
15-percent “viability threshold” 
needed to move somewhere else 
for the second tally and, based 
on that final tally, “state delegate 
equivalents” are determined… 
by somebody. 

Iowa should scrap this 
whole sorry mess if they expect 
anyone is going to allow them 
first bite at the presidential apple 
ever again. 

In either case, forget the 
smartphone app that left every-
one in the lurch. It wasn’t nec-
essary and it wasn’t helpful. By 
relying on an untested technol-
ogy, party officials essentially 
wrecked the first contest of the 
Democratic presidential primary. 
By the time the supposed results 
were announced, the media glare 
had shifted to New England, so 
they barely mattered. 

This is no way to pick a 
president.

we will have an increase 
in purchased power from 
our provider, Minnesota 
Power, by just over one 
percent,” he said. “Our 
proposed increase is less 
than what we’re seeing 
in our wholesale price 
increase.”

According to esti-
mates provided by the 
EUC, the typical utility bill 
for a small home during 
the summer will see an 
increase from $101.14 in 
2016 to $118.74 per month 
this year, and a winter 
increase from $139.56 to 
$160.67 per month, with 
the proposed 2020 rate 
increases.

Legal newspaper
Council members des-

ignated the Ely Echo as the 
city’s legal newspaper for 
2020. As required by the 
city’s charter, the council 
must award the contract to 
the lowest responsible bid 
received.

The Ely Timberjay 
submitted a rate of $0.1609 
per lower case alphabet for 
legal advertising, which 
was less than the Echo’s 
bid of $0.1826 per lower 
case alphabet. 

The Ely Timberjay’s 
bid for display advertis-
ing was also substantially 
lower, at $2.65 per column 

inch, than the $3.88 per 
column inch submitted by 
the Echo.

But the Echo’s bid 
misstated the actual cost 
of its quoted rates to make 
them appear substantially 
less expensive than reality. 

The city had request-
ed the cost of a three 
column-inch display ad, 
for example. Based on 
the Timberjay’s quoted 
display rate, the cost of 
the ad would have been 
$7.95, which is determined 
by multiplying the three 
column inches by the $2.65 
per column inch quote. 

But when calculat-
ing their own cost, the 
Echo multiplied its $3.88 
column inch rate by just 
1.5 column inches, not the 
three column inches for 
the full ad, to reach their 
sample quote of $5.82. 

“For years, we’ve 
seen these kinds of dis-
crepancies from the 
Echo when it comes to 
bidding on city legals,” 
said Timberjay publish-
er Marshall Helmberger 
on Wednesday. “This is 
exactly why we stopped 
bidding on the city’s 
publishing in the past.” 
Helmberger had explained 
the Echo’s sleight of hand 
to Langowski last week, so 
the issue was not unfamil-
iar to city officials.

Council member Paul 
Kess asked about the 
disparity. “The Timberjay 
was clearly the low bidder 
for the legal print ads, but 
the Echo was lower in the 
sample ads,” he said.

But at least some on 
the council seemed willing 
to overlook the clear dis-
crepancy.

“It looks like the Ely 
Echo has the lowest bid, 
correct?” asked council 
member Jerome Debeltz in 
making a motion to accept 
the lowest bid. “That’s my 
motion, then.”

 “Our requirement 
is to choose the lowest 
responsible bidder,” said 
City Attorney Kelly Klun. 
“Relative to pricing, I 
would assume that when 
it comes to what an exact 
ad or what the minutes 
would cost, we would 
lean toward the actual cost 
when comparing apples to 
apples. I’m sure an argu-
ment could be made that 
the lower case alphabet is 
another form of measure-
ment, but when you think 
of cost and compare the 
two samples, it appears 
the Echo is the lowest 
responsible bidder.”

Mayor Chuck Novak 
noted the disparity in the 
rates received last year 
from the two newspapers. 
In 2019, the Timberjay 

submitted a bid that was 
approximately half the 
bid submitted by the Echo. 
Despite adamant pushback 
from the Echo, the council 
ultimately took the lowest 
bid, saving taxpayers thou-
sands of dollars for legal 
publishing in 2019. “We 
are still in a lot better shape 
(in the cost to taxpayers) 
than prior to last year,” 
Novak said.

Other business
In other action, the 

council:
Agreed to delay a 

change in city ordinance 
language to increase the 
legal tobacco purchase 
age to 21 until the federal 
and swtate mandates are 
in effect.

Approved the staff 
and council to attend 
the 2020 Legislative 
Conference in St. Paul, 
March 18-19.

 Scheduled the 
Local Board of Appeal 

and Equalization meeting 
for 5 p.m. Thursday, on 
April 16.

Approved a rec-
ommendation from the 
Sanitation Committee to 
set meeting times for the 
4:30 p.m. on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month.

Approved a tem-
porary liquor license for 
consumption and display 
for the Ely Folk School on 
Wednesday, Feb. 12.

Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. * Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  Receive a free American 
Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one per household. Must 
be first time  purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See www.AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company 
information. * CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:5543IH; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY,  Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

 ✓EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST! 
Only American Standard has OVER 
140 years of experience and offers  
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

 ✓SUPERIOR DESIGN! 
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured floor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

 ✓PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN® 
TECHNOLOGY
 ✓LIFETIME WARRANTY! 
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING 
labor backed by American Standard.

 ✓44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS! 
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty! 
Finance Options Available*

FREE!
An In-Home  

Evaluation Will  
Be Scheduled 
At Your Earliest  
Convenience

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

844-827-9215
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/timberjay

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs



TOWER- Most of Ashley 
Thaemert’s sled dog team had 
never run a race before, but 
they proved themselves worthy 
athletes during the Beargrease 
120, a shortened version of 
the Beargrease Marathon held 
Jan. 26 and 27 along the North 
Shore of Lake Superior. Thae-
mert’s team finished in 12th 
place, with an average speed of 
9.4 miles per hour in the race.A 
total of 27 teams finished the 
120-mile race this year.

This was the first time 
Thaemert has done a distance 
race, though at 24 years of age, 
she has plenty of experience 
as a sled dog handler, includ-
ing her work on the 2019 film, 
“The Great Alaskan Race.” the 
film featured six of her dogs 
and retold the story of how a 
team of sled dogs brought crit-
ically-needed medical supplies 
to Nome, Alaska, in the ear-
ly 1900s, saving the lives of 
countless children.

Thaemert’s Rhythmpaws 
Kennel, in rural Tower, has 
over two dozen dogs, mostly 
larger sled dogs used for haul-
ing freight for trips into the 
Boundary Waters. But she has-
nine smaller, faster dogs, some 
from racing kennels, that she 
decided to train and race this 
winter.

“I put close to 900 miles 
on the racing team so far this 
year,” she said.

The dogs were more than 
ready for the 120-mile chal-
lenge.

“The next day it was like 

they hadn’t even run at all,” she 
said. “They were all crazy to 
get out and run.”

Thaemert, though, was 
ready for a few days rest, after 
spending about 36 hours awake 
during the race.

“Just about everything that 
could have gone wrong, went 
wrong right before the race,” 
she said. 

“My truck broke down,” 
she said, which meant she 
would need to rent a truck to 
get the trailer with the dogs 
down to Duluth, an expense 
that wasn’t in her budget.

Thaemert works as a wait-
ress at the Vermilion Club. Her 
boss, Greg “Arch” Archibald, 
came through with a generous 
offer and lent his truck for the 
weekend, solving that problem. 
But then, the furnace at her-
house went out, and she had to 
get it repaired before she left, 
so the person staying at her 
home and caring for her other 
dogs would stay warm.

“I had so much help from 
family and friends,” she said.

The race itself includ-
ed some bad luck. One of her 
lead dogs injured his leg at 
the midpoint of the race. Race 
organizers had expressed con-
cerns about the condition of the 
track, as well as the warm tem-
peratures during the day. While 
the course itself was packed 
down, it was soft in places, and 
the snow on either side was 
deep and soft.

“Nine-year-old Zephyr 
was running on the side of the 
trail and his leg fell into some 
sort of hole,” she said.

Her dog was clearly hurt, 

and Thaemert was about mid-
way between two checkpoints. 
She put him into her sled and 
carried him to the next check-
point, where her team had a 
required rest stop of over five 
hours. Vets and her team han-
dlers then cared for her dog’s 
broken leg, and she rested the 
rest of her team and moved an-
other dog into the lead position.

Her team handlers includ-
ed her partner, Mike Tam, her 
17-year-old sister, Carissa 
Thaemert, and one of Mike’s 
co-workers.

“There is so much prepara-
tion involved in a race like the 
Beargrease,” she said.

Thamert’s racing was 
funded by business sponsors 

P12 Films, Kondos Outdoors, 
Vermilion Club, Hawkinson 
Construction, The Timberjay, 
Running Bear Healing Cen-
ter, and TA Services LLC, and 
individual sponsors Ted and 
Cathy Golbuff, Kat Smith, Su-
san Edseth, and Lara and Matt 
McDonald.

She is competing in a new 
race, the Klondike Derby in 
Minnetonka, this weekend, and 
then the WolfTrack Classic in 
Ely later this month. Both races 
are shorter, one-day events.

“These races are more like 
fun runs,” she said. For the lon-
ger race, she had to really keep 
the dogs moving slower than 
they wanted for the first half, so 
they wouldn’t “burn out.” For 

the shorter races, the dogs can 
run as fast as they are comfort-
able going.

Other area Beargrease 
competitors included veterinar-
ian John Fisher of Cook, vet-
erinarian Jen Freking from the 
Ely Vet Clinic, and another rac-
ing newcomer, Ryan Miller of 
Cook. Miller spent a lot of time 
training alongside Thaemert’s 
team, and came in close behind 
her, in 14th place.

“The Great Alaskan Race” 
movie is available to rent on-
line from amazon.com. You 
can read more about Thae-
mert’s work on the movie at 
http://timberjay.com/stories/
sled-dog-movie-stars,15385?.
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Take-Out 666-0500

CookVFW
Open Daily at Noon

CLOSED on TUESDAYS

Happy Hour 
Daily 4-6 p.m.

All Beer & Drinks
Bar Menu & Pizza

Available

Event Rentals 
Welcome

218-780-6709

Pull-Tabs Sold Daily
Lic. 00390

Sunday FREE Pool

Thursday Bingo
Early Bird 6 p.m.
Progressive Prizes

Friday 4:30-7 p.m.
Hamburger Special

1-20 Cook VFW_9-12 Cook VFW  1/18/17      

 

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th 

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department 
11--880000--445500--99227788  

Office hours 8-4:30 Monday through Friday 
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle 

NNoorrtthhwwooooddss  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
9384 Hwy 21 N., Ely/Babbitt 

Winter Hours 
Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat: 8am—3pm 

Tue: 9:30am—3pm 
Wed: 11am—5pm 

RReeggiioonnaall  LLaannddffiillll  
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm 

Sat: 8am—3:30pm 

SSoouuddaann  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
5160 Hwy 169, Soudan 

Hours 
Mon, Wed, Sat:, Sun  

8am—5pm 

HHoouusseehhoolldd  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  WWaassttee  
FFaacciilliittyy  

5345 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 
Hours 

Tues and Sat: 8am—1pm 

CCoouunnttyy  7777  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
2038 County Rd. 77, Greenwood Twp 

Winter Hours 
Thurs, Sun: noon—5pm 

EEmmbbaarrrraassss  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
7530 Koski Rd., Embarrass 

Hours 
Sat: 12:30—4:30pm  

Thu: 10am—5pm 

AAuurroorraa  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
5910 Hwy 135 N., Aurora 

Hours 
Mon, Thurs, Fri: 8am—4pm 

Tue, Wed:10am—4pm 
Sat: 8am—noon 

CCooookk  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
2134 S. Beatty Rd., Cook 

 Hours 
Mon: 10am—6pm 

Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm 

Area Solid Waste 
Facility 

site hours 

ON THE RUN, ON THE ICE

Rookie musher places 12th in Beargrease 120

Ashley Thaemert on the trail at the Beargrease. 
photo by P. Wettering/ pameladawnphotography.smugmug.com

Chimpy Skating Party fun: 
clockwise from top left: 
Janna Goerdt puts skates on 
her boys Milo and Jasper. 
Jolene Herberg and Sheldon 
Majerle served up hot and 
cold treats for the skaters. 
Kalee Bjorgo helps her 
daughter Zaija balance on 
her new skates. Ivy and Lily 
Russell snack on some ice 
cream in the warming shack.
Hockey fun out on the rink. 
photos by J. Summit



A Honor Roll
Grade 12
Jolie Langevin
Shelby Nelson
Lara Poderzay

Grade 11
Ariel Kalinowski
Oskar Koivisto
Alexia Lightfeather
Phoebe Morgan
Ethan Zaitz
James Zupancich

Grade 10
Audrey Anderson
Erin Backe
Rylee Dusich
Joscelyn LaSart
Rylan Poppenhagen
Hannah 
   Reichensperger

Grade 9
Kassidy Turner

Grade 8
Aubree Gerlovich
Hailey Lindquist

Grade 7
Noah Backe
Greyson 
    Reichensperger
Danica Sundblad

B Honor Roll
Grade 12
Brody Anderson
Robert Daugherty
Charles Fritz
Tracker Koivisto
Jason Skube
Casey Zahnow

Grade 11
Elijah Anderson
Anne Barich
Christopher 
    Ferguson
Kaleb Kappes-Bliss
Gracie Sperling

Grade 10
Aili Bee
Wyatt Gorsma
Amara Lampton
Thia Lossing
Alysia Miller
Ryan Milton
Natalie Nelmark
Calvin Winger

Grade 9
Connor Berhow
Zoey Cameron
Mariah DeJoode

Layne Kaufenberg
Logan Meskill
Jennie Nelson
Jonathan Zaitz

Grade 8
Natalie Backe
Abby Koivisto
Allie Larson
Ruby Milton
Wesley Sandy

Grade 7
Joshua Burton
Kyle Kratz
Aubree Minier
Chelsey Nelmark
Maizy Sundblad
Lydia Wright
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AEOA Senior 
Dining Menu

TOWER- Vermil-
ion Country School and 
AEOA sponsor a senior 
dining site at the char-
ter school in Tower. All 
meals include salad bar, 
fruit, choice of bever-
age, and dessert.  

Reservations are ap-
preciated the day before, 
or morning of, but walk-
ins are always welcome.  
Take-outs are available. 
Seniors age 60 and older 
who have registered for 
the program and their 
partners qualify for spe-
cial pricing of $4 per 
meal, but all ages are 
welcome at the regular 
rate of $5.75. There are 
no income guidelines. 

Meals are served 
from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
on days when the char-
ter school is open. Call 
the school at 218-300-
1447 for reservations, 
or call AEOA at 1-800-
662-5711 ext. 7323 for 
the one-time registration 
process.

Homebound seniors 
can sign up for meal 
delivery. To register for 
Meals on Wheels, or 
for more information, 
please call AEOA Se-
nior Nutrition at 218-
735-6899. 

Week of Feb. 10
Monday- Grilled 

Cheese, Tomato Soup
Tuesday- Enchila-

das, Vegetable
Wednesday- Pop-

corn Shrimp, Tater Tots, 
Green Beans in Cheese 
Sauce, Bread Stick

Thursday- Breaded 
Pork, Mashed Potatoes, 
Country Gravy, Dinner 
Roll, Vegetable

Friday- Chicken 
Philly Sandwich, 
Steamed Broccoli

Week of Feb. 10

Monday
TOPS - Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
at 9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon 
Family Group- Hope 
Lutheran Church, 5088 
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food 
Shelf- Open on the third 
Tuesday of every month 
from 2:30-5:30 p.m. 
Located in the back of 
the Timberjay building on 
Main Street. Next food 
shelf day is Feb. 18.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first 
(business meeting) and 
third (drill) Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James 
Presbyterian Church. 
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open). 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

Call to Subscribe
(218) 753-2950

www.timberjay.com

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Wednesday,  Feb. 26; March 18
Bois Forte Boys/Girls Club 11:00-11:30 a.m.
Greenwood Town Hall   12:00-12:30 p.m.
Soudan Fire Hall   1:45-3:00 p.m.
Tower Civic Center   3:15-4:15 p.m.
Embarrass, Four Corners  5:15-6:00 p.m.

For further information, call the Arrowhead Library 
System at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us

Bookmobile Schedule

A Honor Roll
Caleb Ramponi
Talyn Hedin
Emilie Wojcik
Alex Dorman
Jaicee Krings
Mariah Mitchell
Kyla Stellmach
Alyssa Pratt
Danica Starkman

B Honor Roll
Brody Anderson
Annakeiah Chavez
Preston Tyndall-Robich
Leah Anderson
Connor Hanson
Todd Zibrowski
Jacob Dorman

Northeast Range 2nd Quarter Honor Roll 

Vermilion Country School 2nd Quarter Honor Roll

Shrove Tuesday meal on  
Feb. 25 at St. James 

TOWER- In September 1992, 
Rev. Richard Blood accepted the 
call to minister at St. James Pres-
byterian Church in Tower. In 1994, 
Rev. Blood and St. James Session 
agreed that Vacation Bible School 
was badly needed in the area, 
and that it would take a sizeable 
amount of money to accomplish 
the project. A fundraiser was need-
ed. The idea was brought up to 
have a pancake and sausage meal, 
and that it would fit well to have 
the first one be on Shrove Tuesday 
in 1995. Traditionally, on Shrove 
Tuesday, families clear the refrig-
erator of fats in preparation for 
fasting during Lent. That first meal 
was very well received by the lo-
cal Tower-Soudan community, and 
it has been served every year since. 
This year is the 25th anniversa-
ry and St. James thanks everyone 
who has made the project such a 
success. 

This year’s Shrove Tuesday 
meal will be served on Tuesday, 
Feb. 25 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
St. James, for a freewill donation. 
Take-outs are available. Proceeds 
will be divided equally between 
Chimpy’s skating parties and 
the VBS sponsored jointly by St. 
James and Immanuel Lutheran.

St. Martin’s Mardi Gras 
celebration on Feb. 21

TOWER- St. Martin’s Cath-
olic Church in Tower will once 
again be hosting a Mardi Gras cel-
ebration on Friday, Feb. 21. Fun 
for the whole family begins at 5 
p.m. and goes until 8 p.m. It’s an 
open house style event – come 
when you want and stay as long as 
you want.

Drawings will be held through-
out the evening – 6:15 p.m., 6:45 
p.m., 7:15 p.m., and 7:45 p.m. You 
must be present to win one of the 
door prizes. A prize will be given 
for the best costume. Kids each 
receive one free drawing ticket, 
adults pay $1 for each ticket.

There will be a kids’ activity 
area to keep them busy and occu-
pied. An art project for all children 
will be done at 6:30 p.m., followed 
with a Cupcake Walk at 6:50 p.m. 
The piñata will be back again this 
year – breaking of the piñata is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Each child re-
ceives a treat bag at the door.

Bingo will return again – be-

ginning at 6:45 p.m. Cost for bingo 
is $5 for 10 games. New this year 
is a Cribbage Tournament. Crib-
bage will be played in teams of 
two; each player pays $10 to enter, 
winning team takes home half of 
the pot. For this event we ask that 
you sign up with Maryann (753-
4310). 

There will be a cash bar for 
adult beverages and lots of food. 
Some of the items you will find on 
the menu:  jambalaya, chili, a vari-
ety of meatballs and wings, Mardi 
Gras meringues, meat cheese tray 
with crackers, and more.   

The cost is a freewill offering. 
We hope that you will join us for 
this feast before Lent. 

Volunteers needed for 
Tower-Soudan Fourth of 
July events

TOWER-SOUDAN- The 
Tower-Soudan Lake Vermilion 
Events Board needs new volun-
teers. Many of the faithful volun-
teers, many of whom have worked 
for 20-plus years, have decided 
to hang up their volunteer hats to 
enjoy the day with their own fam-
ilies. We understand this, and ap-
preciate all of the years they have 
put in to help make this single day 
the best we can for all of you.

Volunteers are needed for 
these events:

 Parade line-up help (2-3 
people needed) 
Involves getting all parade floats/
entries ready to make their way 
down Main Street at the Civic 
Center parking lot. Time frame is 
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

 Kiddie Parade help (3-4 
people needed). Involves judging 
and line-up of kids parade entries 
and starting off parade. Time 
frame is 9:30 - 11:15 a.m.

 Kids sawdust scramble 
and races (4-6 people needed) 
Involves distributing coins in 
sawdust scramble, announcing 
races, line judges, winners name 
recorders, prize distribution. 
Time frame 1 - 3 p.m.

We cannot make our 4th of 
July celebration happen without 
our volunteers. Please keep our 
wonderful traditions going in Tow-
er-Soudan.

To volunteer, please contact 
Julie Johnson by text or phone at 
218-750-7242.

You do not need to be a Tow-
er-Soudan resident, nor a mem-
ber of our board to volunteer. 

If you are willing to help in any 
way, please contact us.

Red Hat Belles meet on 
Feb. 20

TOWER- The Northern Red 
Hat Belles will meet on Thursday, 
Feb. 20 at 12 noon at the Tower 
Café. The group will order off the 
menu. Please RSVP by Monday, 
Feb. 17 to Kathy at 218-753-2530. 
New members and guests are al-
ways welcomed.

Tower-Soudan Civic Club 
to meet Feb. 19

TOWER- The Tower-Soudan 
Civic Club will meet on Wednes-
day, Feb. 19 at Sulu’s.  Sulu’s will 
host a dinner to begin at 5:30 p.m.  
The cost of the dinner will be $20. 
Please contact Linda Haugen for 
reservations.  The program will 
begin at 6:30 p.m., and our speaker 
will be Jill Aubin from Mt. Iron.  
Jill will be speaking about her 
many adventures and hiking the 
Appalachian Trail.  Please come 
join us, all are welcome to attend 
the dinner, program, or both.

Chimpy’s Skating Parties 
on Sunday, Monday

SOUDAN- Chimpy’s Skating 
Parties are now underway. Stop by 
the Soudan Skating Rink on Sun-
day, Feb. 9 from 12 - 2 p.m., and 
Monday, Feb. 10 from 3:30 - 5:30 
p.m.

The rink will be in use on Sat-
urday, Feb. 8 for the annual Hock-
ey Day in Soudan event. 

This week’s parties are spon-
sored by Linda Wiire, Fred Ode, A 
& W Company, Chuck and Nancy 
Tekautz.

These community fami-
ly-friendly events welcome skaters 
of all ages. The warming shack 
has loaner skates in most sizes 
and boot skaters are also welcome. 
Adult volunteers are needed to 
help supervise skaters outdoors as 
well as to help serve the hot food 
indoors.

The skating rink warming 
shack is open daily, weekdays from 
4 p.m. until closing, and weekends 
from 11 a.m. to closing. The rink 
will be closed due to inclement 
weather, and will be posted in such 
instances.



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
AA - 7 p.m. Mondays, 
and 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, First 
Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely
WOMEN’S AA - Noon 
Mondays, St. Anthony 
Church basement, Ely 
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who 
encounter alcoholism 
in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON 
Thursdays, 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, 
St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ELY FOOD SHELF - 
Third Wednesday each 
month, 15 W. Conan St.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
-  Study materials and 
pre-test available. Tower 
by appointment. 
Call 365-3359, 827-3232, 
or 1-800-662-5711. 

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups
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Tuesday Group 
ELY - The upcom-

ing Tuesday Group  
schedule is listed below. 
All talks are at 12 noon 
on Tuesday at the Grand 
Ely Lodge. 

Feb. 11 - Quinn 
Nystrom - DFL Eighth 
District  Congressional 
Candidate

VERMILION COMMUNITY COLLEGE

by Cecilia Rolando © 2020

Game night
ELY - Smear  tour-

naments are held the first 
and third Mondays, and 
cribbage tournaments 
are held the second and 
fourth Mondays at the 
Ely Senior Center, 27 
S First Ave E, starting 
at 6 p.m.

Ely Free Clinic
ELY - The Ely 

Community Health 
Center is open every 
Thursday evening from 
5:30-7 p.m. in the AFU 
Building, 111 S 4th 
Ave. E.

For more infor-
mation, call 218-365-
5678, or visit their 
website, www.elycom-
munityhealth.org.

YOUTH SKI LEAGUE

SUPPORTING THE ARTS

artists carve white blocks 
sudden snow  transformations

visual fantasy

Vermilion Community College’s Ironman and Ironwomen basketball teams honored staff and 
faculty last week prior to their games. Each student-athlete chose one faculty/staff member that 
helped make his/her life at VCC extraordinary.  The faculty/staff were acknowledged for their ded-
ication and help and given certificates from the student-athletes. 
For the Ironwomen, above, from left are, front row, Alexis Hughes and Justin Burum, and back 
row, Justin Kosik, Ellie Hintze, Shannan Harding, Shawna Butler, Alanna Sjoberg, Marja Nelson, 
Timothy Loney, Jade Evans. John Terwilliger, Lauren Huchel, Terri Sutton, Deb Morris.
For the Ironmen, below, front row, Taray Graves, and back row from left, Devarius Davis, Curtis 
Bell III, Marja Nelson, Tre Nins, Abbey Blake, Ty Edmond, Dachaun Davis, Justin Kosik, Terrence 
Ballom, Devonne Tramble, Kelly Klun, Will Helms, Austin Funk, Dylan Willis, Nicki Kosik.

ELY - The application dead-
line for the Donald G. Gardner 
Humanities Trust spring grant 
program is Tuesday, March 17. 

Artists and groups can apply for 
grants in the following categories: 

 Individual Artist Grants 
encourage developing and estab-
lished artists with funding of up 
to $1,000 to take advantage of an 
impending, concrete opportunity.

 Organization Project Grants 
support activities in the fine arts and 
for the Ely Public Library. Grant 
support is intended to make it pos-
sible for organizations to present or 
produce a fine arts activity.

Youth Grants are awarded to 
Ely school students in grades 6-12 
who have an interest in and demon-
strate high motivation in the fine 
arts. The youth grants of up to $750 
can be used for workshops, classes, 

lessons or mentorships. Youth Grant 
applicants need to schedule a grant 
review meeting with Trust Director 
Keiko Williams. “This meeting is 
intended to help the individual youth 
make their applications as compel-
ling and well written as possible,” 
she said. Youth Grant applicants 
must call or email Keiko by Friday, 
Feb. 21 to schedule their meeting.

 Scholarships are available 
for graduates of Ely Memorial High 
School who are in their third or 
fourth year of college studies or in 
graduate school. Trust scholarships 
are awarded to students majoring in 
one of the disciplines of fine arts or 
library science.

 Operational Funding Grants 
fund high quality, established Ely 
area organizations that produce, or 
present fine arts activities or provide 
services to artists.

Individuals and organizations 
that would like to have a draft 
application reviewed should try to 
contact Williams by early March. 
The office is open for any who would 
like to stop by, usually 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. on Monday and Wednesday or 
by appointment.

Grant forms and eligibility 
requirements are available on the 
Gardner Humanities Trust website 
at www.gardnertrust.org. Those 
without internet access can contact 
Keiko by phone at 218-365-2639 or 
email at info@gardnertrust.org to 
have an application mailed to them. 

The deadline for applications 
is noon on Tuesday, March 17. 
Completed applications can be 
mailed to the Trust office at P.O. Box 
720, Ely, MN 55731, or dropped off 
at the Ely City Hall, Clerk’s Office, 
at 209 E. Chapman Street.

Gardner Trust spring grants deadline is March 17

The Ely Chapter of the Minnesota Youth Ski League 
meets every Sunday at Hidden Valley Recreational 
Area. Above, Shannon Barber-Meyers adjusts 
mittens for daughter, Etta Meyer. At left, Fletcher 
Chopp is all smiles in his ‘yeti’ hat. Below, emcee 
Todd Hohenstein leads the group through 
warm-ups and stretching. photos by K. Vandervort
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Yesterday’s  news,  
this week
from the archives of

THE ELY MINER
Courtesy of the Ely-Winton Historical Society

February 6, 1920

Flu hospital established

The board of health of this city is taking no 
chances with the flu cases that so far have showed 
up in a mild nature. Last year the epidemic was 
checked when a hospital was established where 
proper treatment was given.

Before the establishment of the hospital 
however, we had 60 deaths, and while several died 
at the emergency hospital, there were cases that 
secured too hard a foothold before given the nec-
essary attention and service which can be given at 
a centralized place with trained nurses and proper 
treatment.

Health Officer Parker and City Nurse Keable, 
upon the first signs of the epidemic last week, took 
steps at once for the establishment of an emergency 
hospital and several patients were moved there at 
once. Fourteen beds were placed in the Community 
Center and arrangements made for more should the 
occasion demand. By Saturday night, there were 
seven patients and more came early this week. Some 
of the first ones entering were discharged during 
the week. All of the first patients were men, several 
having come from the Swallow and Hopkins camps 
north of here. To assist her in caring for patients, 
Miss Keable engaged Ray Coffey for days and Clara 
Chinn for nights.

Tuesday the first lady patient was taken to the 
hospital and Mrs. Frank Jenko was engaged to assist 
the regular nurse. Since that time, several others 
have been received and Mrs. A. Knutson is also 
employed as a nurse.

Gust Hill died Saturday evening at his home on 
Chandler of pneumonia following an attack of the 
flu. He is survived by his widow and three children. 
He has been a resident of this city for many years. 
The funeral took place Monday and was private, 
according to the rules laid down by the state board 
of health.

Higher Education

LIVING UP NORTH

Senior Center seeks donations
ELY - The Ely Senior Citizen Center is seeking 

donations to remodel their 40-year-old kitchen and 
dining area. 

They are a nonprofit organization, and many 
community organizations and groups use the build-
ing. AEOA meals are served Monday through Friday 
and meals are delivered to the home-bound by the 
AEOA bus.

Donations can be sent to the Ely Area Senior 
Center, 27 S 1st Ave E,  Ely, MN 55731 or to Ely 
Senior Citizen Building Fund C/O Frandsen Bank, 
102 E Sheridan St., Ely, MN 55731. 

Contact Terri Muhvich at 218-365-4305 for more 
information.

Learn to make Dorothy’s root beer
ELY - Learn how to make root beer like Dorothy 

Molter did. This event, scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 9, 
from 10-11 a.m. at the Dorthy Molter Museum, 2002 
E. Sheridan St. features a guided program through the 
Winter Cabin focused on Dorothy’s root beer history, 
free time to look in other cabins, and root beer supplies 
to make 32 ounces of root beer to take home.

The cost is $10 per person, ages eight-plus.  Pre-
registration is required. Call 218-365-4451 or email 
info@rootbeerlady.com.

Dress for the weather and temperature as the historic 
cabins are drafty and unheated.

ELY WINTER FESTIVAL

AROUND TOWN

Ely student honored at Mines school
RAPID CITY, S.D.– Charles Dammann, of Ely, 

was named to the Dean’s List for the fall 2019 semester 
at South Dakota School of Mines and Technology.

In order to merit a spot on the Dean’s List, students 
must earn a grade point average of 3.5 or higher for 
the semester. 

LOVE AT FIRST 
SIGHT

*Some exclusions apply. Cannot be combined with any other discount, offer or program. 

Aurora | Cloquet | Duluth Kenwood | Grand Rapids
Moose Lake | North Branch | Superior | Two Harbors | West Duluth

visionprooptical.com

Be — and be seen

In Aurora, 218-229-1010

30% OFF ALL FRAMES*

 

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th 

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department 
1-800-450-9278 

Office hours 8-4:30 Monday through Friday 
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle 

EEmmbbaarrrraassss  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
7530 Koski Rd., Embarrass 

Hours 
Sat: 12:30—4:30pm  

Thu: 10am—5pm 

AAuurroorraa  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
5910 Hwy 135 N., Aurora 

Hours 
Mon, Thurs, Fri: 8am—4pm 

Tue, Wed:10am—4pm 
Sat: 8am—noon 

NNoorrtthhwwooooddss  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
9384 Hwy 21 N. Ely/Babbitt 

Winter Hours 
Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat: 8am—3pm 

Tue: 9:30am—3pm 
Wed: 11am—5pm 

RReeggiioonnaall  LLaannddffiillll  
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm 

Sat: 8am—3:30pm 

SSoouuddaann  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
5160 Hwy 169, Soudan 

Hours 
Mon, Wed, Sat:, Sun: 

8am—5pm 

HHoouusseehhoolldd  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  WWaassttee  
FFaacciilliittyy  

5345  Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 
Hours 

Tues and Sat: 8am—1pm 

Area Solid Waste 
Facility 

site hours 

Late-winter ice fishing for brook trout in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness is just one 
of many winter activities enjoyed by Ely residents and visitors. 
photo courtesy of Michael Dvorak, Minnesota DNR

ELY - The fourth 
annual Ely Northwoods 
Medallion Hunt begins 
Friday, Feb. 7.  This annual 
event, hosted by Ely 
Chamber of Commerce 
Events and Promotions 
Committee, is part of the 
2020 Ely Winter Festival.

There will be a total 
of ten clues released at 10 
a.m. each day, starting Feb. 
7, with the final clue posted 
Feb. 16,  to lead hunters to 
the medallion.  

The clues will be 
posted at the Chamber 
of Commerce building at 
1600 E. Sheridan St., on 
their website page (www.

ely.org/medallionhunt), 
on the Ely Chamber of 
Commerce Facebook page 
and at participating Ely 
businesses.  WELY will 
also read the clue during 
their morning show.

The first one to find 
the medallion will win 
$500 in Ely Chamber 

Bucks.  
But there are more 

chances to win. Each 
participating Ely business 
will also have Northwoods 
Medallion Hunt commem-
orative wooden nickels.  
For every ten wooden 
nickels turned in at the 
Chamber of Commerce, 
participants will receive an 
entry form for a drawing 
for four prizes:  first 
place - $100 Chamber 
Bucks, second place - $75 
Chamber Bucks, third 
place - $50 Chamber 
Bucks and fourth place - 
$25 Chamber Bucks.

No purchase is neces-

sary.  Visit participating 
merchants often to collect 
a coin – one coin per 
person at each business 
per day.  There is no limit 
to the amount of days one 
can visit each store, so 
one can collect wooden 
nickels galore to turn in 
for an entry form for the 
drawings. 

All wooden nickels 
must be redeemed at the 
Chamber office by 5 p.m. 
on Monday, Feb. 17.

For more information 
about this event, visit 
www.ely.org/medallion-
hunt.

Northwoods Medallion hunts starts today

ELY – That facial hair spectacle known as the Great 
Nordic Beardfest returns to the Boathouse Brewpub and 
Restaurant on Friday, Feb. 7.

Registration begins at 5:30 p.m. and competition gets 
underway at 7 p.m. Live music, featuring Black River 
Revue and Charlie Parr, begins at 8:30 p.m.

Admission to the event is $10, or $5 for those with 
an Ely Winter Festival 2020 pin.

Beard competition categories include first, second 
and third places in Full Beard Natural six-minus, Full 
Beard Natural six-plus, Freestyle, Mustache, and Bearded 
Ladies.

Individual awards will be presented in several cate-
gories, including Best Beard in Town and Best Mustache 
in Town (locals only); Best in Show; Greybeard; Farthest 
Traveler; Ladies Choice; Best Costume; and Judges 
Choice.

Charlie Parr performs tonight 
at Ely Boathose Brewpub 
for Great Nordic Beardfest

AAUW Ely branch willw meet Tuesday
ELY - The American Association of University 

Women (AAWU) Ely branch meeting will be held 
Tuesday, Feb. 11 at 6 p. m. in room CC 110 at Vermilion 
Community College.  

A brief social time is set for 5:45 p.m. prior to the 
meeting.  The public is invited.

The program, “An Evening with Female Billionaire 
Entrepreneurs” will center around a group discussion 
based on “Dear Female Founders” and the MPR broad-
cast, “How I Built This.”  

“Dear Female Founders” is 66 letters of advice from 
women entrepreneurs.  Members and other attendees are 
encouraged to read the letters or listen to the broadcast 
in preparation for the meeting. 

Have coffee with a cop
ELY – Join members of the Ely Police Department 

at the Front Porch Coffee and Tea Co. on Wednesdays 
at 9 a.m. for Coffee with a Cop.

The program was started as a community-police 
initiative to build relationships between law enforce-
ment and the community they serve. “This event will 
provide a way to meet a police officer from the Ely 
Police Department in an informal and relaxed setting,” 
said Chief John Lahtonen.

Feel free to stop by, grab a cup of coffee and have 
a chat with the police officer, who will have discussion 
topics on hand for those who just want to listen.



REGIONAL- Two 
Cook residents and 
their teams gave their 
best efforts at the John 
Beargrease Sled Dog 
Marathon on Jan. 26 and 
27. Ryan Miller and his 
Underdog Sled Dogs 
came in 14th in the 120-
mile mid-distance race 
and John Fisher and his 
Meander Mountain Hus-
kies attempted the full 
300-mile marathon but 
did not finish after getting 
lost along the way.

Ryan Miller and the 
Underdogs were rook-
ies this year, competing 
in the Beargrease for 
the first time. This was 
their second race ever, 
the first being the Wolf-
Track Classic in Ely last 
year. Ryan and his wife 
Kaysee, along with their 
kids, moved to northern 
Minnesota in 2016 and 
got into mushing shortly 
thereafter. “It was a lot of 
fun; the conditions were 
pretty good but it was 
a little hot for the dogs 
and the thirty-degree 
temps made the trails a 
little soft. We made a few 
rookie mistakes but plan 
on doing it again next 
year,” said Miller. Un-
derdog Sled Dogs were 

sponsored by J & H Con-
tracting of Angora. 

John Fisher and the 
Meander Mountain Hus-
kies have been racing 
since 1989, first com-
peting in the Beargrease 
120. Though Fisher 
and his wife Robin are 
well-seasoned, it’s been 
awhile since they’ve 
raced competitively. This 
year’s Beargrease was 
a comeback from a 16-
year hiatus, with an all-
new team of dogs. Fisher 
missed the trail markers 
twice because of heavy 
falling snow. “We went 
on about a 25 to 30-mile 
detour,” he said. Because 
of the extra miles, and the 
likelihood they wouldn’t 
make the 12-hour cutoff 
after the first finishers, 
Fisher decided to call it 
quits a little over halfway, 
at Poplar Lake. “I didn’t 
have huge expectations, 
but I wanted to do the 
marathon to get the dogs 
some experience. We’ll 
try again next year.” 

John has participated 
in the Beargrease sever-
al times, and other races 
such as the Red River 
Classic, the Gunflint Mail 
Run, the UP 200, and the 
Percy DeWolfe in Daw-
son City, Yukon, Canada. 
John and Robin have been 
a part of the Beargrease 

Veterinary team in the 
past and operate the Ver-
milion Veterinary Clinic 
in Cook. Business owner-
ship has prevented them 
from racing consistently 
over the past fifteen years 
but the couple has taken 
their dogs for many trips 
to the BWCA, done train-
ing runs, and the occa-

sional race. John and the 
Meander Mountain Hus-
kies were supported by 
Northwest Mining Com-
pany in Fairbanks, Alaska 
and Vermilion Veterinary 
Clinic in Cook.

In my four years at 
North Woods, we have 
had three School Re-
source Officers, other-
wise known as SROs. 
Our current SRO, John 
Barrett, came on board 
this year when former 
SRO Brock Kick relo-
cated to Cherry. Previous 
SRO Matt Krueger took a 
job in a different depart-
ment, and I thank both 
of them for their work at 
North Woods. I decided 
on this topic for my arti-
cle this week as Mr. Jir-
ik, our Dean of Students, 
and SRO Barrett recently 
attended a School Re-
source Officer/School 
Safety conference, and 
we hope to have some 
good information on the 
latest trends and ideas in 
school safety.  More to 
come on that in a later 
article.

When our school dis-
trict began the agreement 
with St. Louis County, 
there were many ques-
tions about the role of the 
SRO.  Not all district res-
idents were in agreement 
that a law enforcement of-
ficer should be in a public 
school. In addition, law 
enforcement has been 
thrust into the national 
media spotlight, and not 
always in a fashion that is 
representative of the ma-
jority of those who work 
in the profession. Un-
derstandably, there was 
confusion about the role 
of the SRO. As a school 
administrator, it is my 
opinion that there is no 
question whatsoever of 
the benefit of having an 
SRO in our building.

By the way, North 
Woods now has an 
SRO present almost full 
time. Our former mod-
el was that we shared 
the SRO 50/50 with an-
other school in our dis-
trict. Currently we have 
coverage four days per 
week. I appreciate this, 
as we never can predict 
when we will need assis-
tance.

Back to the benefits 
and questions. There was 

a concern that the SRO 
would be handling school 
discipline. He does not. 
School staff are still 100 
percent responsible for 
handling discipline and 
consequences. The SRO 
becomes involved when 
the issue involves activi-
ty that is actually illegal, 
and not just a violation of 

a school’s behavior pol-
icy. Examples of items 
that the SRO would be-
come involved with are:

Student traffic is-
sues. A student may need 
a reminder on safe driv-
ing or license require-
ments.  

Chemical vio-
lations. A student who 
makes a poor choice to 
use tobacco or an e-cig-
arette, for example, has 
violated a school rule as 
well as a state statute.

Fighting or physi-
cally acting-out. If there 
is a physical altercation 
or a student who is acting 
in an unsafe fashion, the 
SRO may assist and pos-
sibly help families work 
through any legal ques-
tions.

 Vandal ism.The 
SRO works with the 
school and county to han-
dle property damage due 
to vandalism.

Harassment and 
bullying. The SRO is 
trained in conflict resolu-
tion and will sometimes 
step in to help resolve 
student harassment, bul-
lying, and conflict issues.

School Safety. Ul-
timately, we are all much 
safer at school having 
a trained officer in our 
building who is experi-
enced in public safety 
and has the ability to help 
keep our students and 
staff as safe as possible.

Family sup-
port. Sometimes our 
SRO assists students and 
families in securing help 
from other agencies and 
facilities.  

Event supervi-
sion. SRO Barrett re-
cently helped chaperone 
our Turnabout dance. It 
makes me feel much 
more at ease knowing 
that he is present at activ-
ities such as these, espe-
cially in the winter when 
the weather can change 
on a dime.

School searches. 
Our SRO works with his 
fellow deputies to set up 
occasional K-9 search-
es. The K-9 is trained to 
smell illegal substances. 
The purpose of these is to 
ensure our families that 
we take our responsibility 
to prevent chemicals and 
illegal substances from 
coming into our school 
building.

 A t t e n -
dance. School attendance 
is important for school 

success. On occasion, the 
SRO will check on a stu-
dent who has been miss-
ing school and hopefully 
will help to improve the 
issue, whether the student 
or the family needs sup-
port.

Public relations. 
When our SRO mingles 
with kids and talks with 
them, he is building re-
lationships with our stu-
dents who will someday 
be the adults in our com-
munities. It is very im-
portant that the school, 
law enforcement, and 
community have positive 
relations to support each 
other in raising our kids.

The public needs to 
know that our school re-
source officer handles sit-
uations with students in 
a kind, educational man-
ner. He takes his role as a 
mentor seriously. The ob-
ject of the SRO program 
is certainly not to “bust” 
kids for mistakes. Offi-
cer Barrett is an integral 
part of the team at North 
Woods where it is our 
goal to help all of our kids 
become the best young 
adults they can be. Some 
students need no extra 
help, and others need a 
lot of support in place. I 
appreciate very much the 
support of the SRO, the 
St. Louis County Board 
of Commissioners, and 
ISD 2142 School Board 
on our SRO program. It 
is a beneficial and neces-
sary part of our school. If 
you would like to have a 
conversation with Officer 
Barrett, please reach out 
to me at school and we 
can make sure that you 
have a chance to meet 
him and get any assis-
tance that you may need.
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Fisher and Miller gave their best at Beargrease Marathon

JOHN
VUKMANICH

What does a School Resource Officer do?

JOHN BEARGREASE

by Stephanie Ukkola
Staff Writer

Left: John Fisher and the Meander Mountain 
Huskies didn't finish the race but the team 
gave their best! Right: Ryan Miller and the 
Underdogs Sled Dogs completed their first 
Beargrease 120 race. 
photos by P. Wettering

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th 

St. Louis County 
Environmental Services 

Department 
11--880000--445500--99227788  
Office hours 8-4:30 
Monday through Friday 

www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle 

RReeggiioonnaall  LLaannddffiillll  
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm 

Sat: 8am—3:30pm 

HHoouusseehhoolldd  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  WWaassttee  FFaacciilliittiieess  
5345 Regional Landfill Rd., Virginia 3994 Landfill Rd, Hibbing 

Tue, Sat: 8am—1pm Sat: 8am—1pm 

AAsshh  RRiivveerr  TTrraaiill  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
11391 Ash River Trail 

Winter Hours 
Sat: 12:30pm—4:30pm 

CCooookk  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
2134 S. Beatty Rd. 

 Hours 
Mon: 10am—6pm 

Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm 

KKaabbeettooggaammaa  LLaakkee  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
10150 Gamma Rd 

Winter Hours 
Wed: noon—4pm 
Sat: 8am—noon 

OOrrrr  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
4038 Hwy 53 

Winter Hours 
Tue, Thu: 9am—noon 

Sat: 8am—noon 

PPoorrttaaggee  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
6992 Crane Lake Rd. 

Winter Hours 
Tue, Sat: 1pm—4:30pm 

SSttuurrggeeoonn  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
8380 Hwy 73 

Hours 
Sun: 10am—4pm 

CCoouunnttyy  7777  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
2038 County Rd. 77 

Winter Hours 
Thurs, Sun: noon—5pm 

Area Solid Waste Facility 
site hours 

Thursdays: Feb. 13; March 5 & 26
Nett Lake Community Center 9:30 - 1-:15
Crane Lake Ranger Station 11:15 - 12:00
Orr Lake Country ReMax Bldg 1:45 - 2:30
Kabetogama Town Hall  3:15 - 3:45

For further information, call the Arrowhead Library 
System at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us

Bookmobile Schedule

North Woods School Resource Officer  
John Barrett. submitted photo

Read It

HERE



Adults
Tuesday, Feb. 11:  

Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Support Group, 12 p.m., 
presented by Scenic Riv-
ers Clinic

Tuesday, Feb. 11:  
Friends of the Cook Pub-
lic Library Meeting, 5 
p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 20:  
Movie: Death on the 
Nile, 6 p.m. Watch the 
2004 movie of Agatha 
Christie’s Death on the 
Nile, 98 minutes.  Pop-
corn and water provided 
by Friends of the Cook 
Public Library.

Thursday, March 5: 

One Book, One Com-
munity: “Death on the 
Nile” by Agatha Chris-
tie. There is plenty of 
time to read the book and 
join us at the library for a 
book discussion at 5 p.m. 

Teens (7-12 
grades)

Friday, Feb. 21:  
Teen Escape Room, 6 
p.m. All teens are wel-
come to “escape” from 
the library. Food provid-
ed by Friends of the Cook 
Public Library

Elementary
Thursday, Feb. 13:  

LEGO              Chal-
lenge, 4 p.m. Elementary 
students are invited to 
design a creation from 
35 LEGO pieces that will 
hold a marble and won’t 
break when dropped 
from different height 
levels. LEGOS will be 
provided. A snack will be 
provided by Friends of 
the Cook Public Library.
 
Preschool

Story Time, Fridays 
at 10:30 a.m.

 

Feb. 7:  Off We Go to 
Mexico

Feb. 14:  Planets and 
Stars

Feb. 21:  Little Mon-
sters

Dehn of Orr earns 
Bachelor's of Nursing

ORR- Bobbie Dehn of Orr 
has earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Nursing from Western 
Governors University (WGU). 
The online, nonprofit universi-
ty has graduated over 167,000 
students from across the coun-
try since its inception in 1997.

WGU has recognized 
5,617 undergraduate and 4,302 
graduate degree recipients, 
who have completed their de-
grees since Oct. 2. Their areas 
of study include business, K-12 
education, information tech-
nology, and health professions, 
including nursing. The average 
time to graduation for those 
earning a bachelor’s degree 
was two years, two months, 
while the average time to de-
gree for graduate programs 
was one year, six months. The 
average age for those who 
graduated is 38 years old. 

Readers and Rappers 
meets Feb. 11

COOK- The Readers and 
Rappers Book Club will meet 
on Tuesday, Feb. 11 at 1 p.m. 
at the Homestead Apartments 

community room in Cook. 
Mickey Maki will moderate the 
book, "The Second Mountain," 
by David Brooks. Alberta 
Whitenack will be the hostess.

The book discussion lasts 
approximately one hour, fol-
lowed by a social time. New 
members are always welcome; 
just bring your love for reading 
books. The book selection for 
March is "The Woman in the 
Window" by A.J. Finn.

Sarah Maki’s “Surface 
Work” opening  
reception, Feb. 7

COOK- Sarah Maki, Feb-
ruary’s exhibiting artist, will 
open her showcase “Surface 
Work” with a public reception 
on Friday, Feb. 7 from 5 to 7 
p.m. Maki, who grew up in 
Cook, will have her art on dis-
play at NWFA from Thursday, 
Feb. 6 to Friday, Feb. 28.

NWFA Board of 
Directors to meet,  
Feb. 18

COOK- The NWFA Board 
of Directors will meet at 11 
a.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 18 at the 
gallery. Meetings usually last 

about two hours.  Tenth anni-
versary planning, Spring Art 
Expo, and the annual photo 
contest will be on the agenda. 

Original drama, 
“Piercing the Snow,” 
showing Feb. 22-23

COOK- First Baptist 
Church of Cook’s “Bleak 
Mid-Winter Players” have 
discovered a cure for the long 
Cook winter - preparing a feast 
and drama for the community. 
In the pursuit of memorizing 
lines, sewing costumes, drum-
ming up 10th-century recipes, 
and pounding out a new stage 
set, toe-biting cold or cap-steal-
ing winds become mere petty 
nuisances. It is a huge blessing 
for the team to once again be 
able to present a drama event to 
the community.  

There will be three perfor-
mances of the original drama, 
“Piercing the Snow,” which 
is a tale of two brothers. The 
first will be a dinner theatre at 
the Cook Community Center 
beginning at 6 p.m. on Satur-
day, Feb. 22. The second will 
also be at the Cook Commu-
nity Center, but it will be just 
the drama performance with a 

snack intermission on Sunday, 
Feb. 23 at 3 p.m. The snack 
performance will again be per-
formed at the Gilbert Commu-
nity Center on Saturday, Feb. 
29 at 4 p.m.  

This year, the play is a 
historical biography from 
10th-century Bohemia. You 
will be the King’s guests at the 
Prague Castle. We invite guests 
to attend in period attire, but 
costumes are not necessary to 
attend.

Tickets for the dinner the-
atre are $10 per person or $30 
per family. Tickets for the oth-
er two performances are $3 
per person. We recommend 
buying or reserving your tick-
ets ahead of time as perfor-
mances, especially the dinner 
theatre, could sell out.  Please 
stop by or call the First Baptist 
Church office at 218-666-5979 
for any further details and to 
reserve or buy your tickets. 
 
NWFA art groups

COOK- The NWFA Gal-
lery is open Thursday and Fri-
day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and is located at 210 S River 
St. in Cook. Stop in to view 
the gallery or attend one of our 

regular art groups listed below. 
For more information, visit the 
website at nwfamn.org or email 
at nwfamn.org@gmail.com.

Open Studio Art takes 
place every Saturday at the 
NWFA gallery from 9 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. All artists and 
would-be artists are welcome 
to share the time and space. All 
are welcome with no registra-
tion or membership required.

The Woodcarving Group 
meets on Thursdays from 6-8 
p.m. All skill levels are wel-
come to attend and participate.  
No registration required. Some 
tools are available to practice 
with. Call Howard at 218-741-
7941 to verify.

The NWFA Winter Writers 
Group will meet on Saturday, 
Feb. 8 from 1 to 3 p.m.  The 
group meets on the second 
Saturday at the NWFA Gallery 
with volunteer educator Dr. 
Ellie Larmouth. All interested 
persons may attend. Just drop 
in. 
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A 
Tradition
of Trust

•  Traditional Funerals
•  Graveside Services
•  Cremation
•  Pre-Need Planning
•  Monuments by

Warren Mlaker

Mlaker
FUNERAL

HOME
www.mlakerfuneralhome.com

218.666.5298
Cell-218.240.5395
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Cook hires new deputy clerk

HOURS: 9-4:30 Mon.-Fri.
Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified

23 E. Vermilion Dr., Cook
EYE EXAMS • 218-666-2879

Call for Appointment
Dr. Jensen, Optometrist

Dr. Bechthold, Optometrist

COMMUNITY NEWS

CITY OF COOK

Events at Cook Public Library

COOK- Cook residents 
stopping by the city offices will 
see a new face, as city council 
members selected Kris Maki 
as the city’s new deputy clerk/
treasurer at their regular meet-
ing on Jan. 23.

Maki brings 13 years of 
experience as accounting clerk 
for the city of Eveleth to her 
position, which she said is eas-
ing her transition to Cook.

“The cities of Cook and 
Eveleth use the same software 

system,” Maki said, “so I’m 
able to connect a lot of it. But 
there is also a lot of stuff that’s 
a learning curve for me.”

Maki plans to commute 
from Eveleth for a few years. 
She and her husband, Dan, 
own a house on Lake Vermilion 
and expect to move there after 
their daughter Delaney, a high 
school freshman, graduates.

“It’s worth it, and it’s 
time for a change,” Maki said. 
“Even though there would be a 
drive for a few years, I decided 
to take it.”

Maki’s predecessor, Steph-

anie Beaudry, has stayed on to 
help train her replacement, city 
administrator Theresa Martin-
son said.

“We’re going to have a 
good transition period,” Mar-
tinson said. “We appreciate all 
of Stephanie’s hard work and 
dedication and her assistance 
during this time.”

Council members formal-
ly accepted two grant awards 
for upgrades to the community 
center – a $63,400 award from 
IRRR and a $25,000 Commu-
nity Development Block Grant. 
The funds will be used for door 

upgrades, building a ramp and 
sidewalks, and interior and ex-
terior signage, and possibly to 
pave the parking lot, Martinson 
said.
Other business

In other business, the 
council:

 Received notification 
from the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration that the Cook 
airport is once again open for 
night operation after the city 
cleared some tree obstructions. 
Ownership of a hangar was 
transferred from Dave Witt to 
Tim Green.

Approved a gambling 
permit for Wings & Things, a 
fundraising event set for April 
18 at the Cook VFW to benefit 
Friends of the Park.

Discussed strategies to 
promote the upcoming 2020 
Census. “We’re going to pro-
duce a flyer for people on the 
benefits of the census and how 
it helps the city financially,” 
Martinson said. Holding edu-
cational and kick-off events at 
the library for the census were 
also mentioned. 

 

by David Colburn
Cook-Orr Editor
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FOND DU LAC COMMUNITY COLLEGE

BREITUNG TOWNSHIP

CLOQUET- Fond du Lac 
Tribal and Community College, 
in partnership with the Northeast 
Minnesota Beekeepers Association, 
is hosting a day-long symposium 
called “Beekeeping and More!” on 
Saturday, Feb. 15 for anyone who is 
interested in learning about beekeep-
ing as a hobby or as a commercial 
enterprise. The symposium will open 
at 8:30 a.m. and classes run from 
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. starting in the 
college commons. Pre-registration is 
encouraged. The first Beekeeping 
and More! workshop was held in 
2016 and drew more than 150 bee-
keepers. Since then, the event has 
kept growing, making it one of the 
largest beekeeping workshops in 
Northern Minnesota.

Session topics include equip-
ment, general troubleshooting, 
beginning beekeeping, queen rearing 
and management, wintering bees and 
bee survival in cold climates, keeping 
bees healthy, and bee language.

“We are very excited to have 
some really great speakers,” said 
Courtney Kowalczak, Director of the 
Environmental Institute at Fond du 
Lac Tribal and Community College. 
“Dr. Connor and Dr. Brown bring 
a wealth of experience with queen 
bee rearing and beekeeping in cold 
climates like ours. Between them, 
they have published over 30 books 
and successfully managed over one 
thousand hives in northern climates.”

Dr. Barry Brown is an estab-
lished beekeeper in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, Canada. His experi-
ence in keeping and overwintering 
bees at northern latitudes translates 
well to the cold, long winters and 
harsh lows in Minnesota. Brown 
has served as the President of 
the Saskatchewan Beekeepers 
Development Commission and 
presents regularly on beekeeping in 
northern climates.

Dr. Larry Connor is an ento-
mologist and author living in 
Kalamazoo, Mich. Connor founded 
Wicwas Press, and regularly serves 
as a monthly columnist for both Bee 
Culture Magazine and the American 
Bee Journal. 

“The University of Minnesota 
Bee Squad will share the latest 
research on bee nutrition and 
ecology, said Kowalczak. “This 
will be a great day of learning and 
information sharing for both novice 
and experienced beekeepers. There 
will be plenty of time to meet other 
beekeepers, ask for advice, get ques-
tions answered, and share ideas.” 

Opening speaker Claire Lande 
of the Northeastern Minnesota 
Beekeepers Association will intro-
duce the basics of beekeeping and 
cover everything a new beekeeper 
needs to understand. Lande’s talk 
will cover equipment requirements, 
troubleshooting, developing a 
timeline for a new beekeeper’s first 

year of beekeeping, getting stung, 
and more

Bridget Mendel and Jessica 
Helgen from the University of 
Minnesota Bee Squad will present 
on both how to keep bees healthy 
through the landscape and disease 
management and understanding hive 
languages lik,e pheromone and dance 
communication. 

The fifth annual “Beekeeping 
and More!” Symposium is pre-
sented by Fond du Lac Tribal and 
Community College through support 
from a USDA-NIFA grant and in 
partnership with the Northeastern 
Minnesota Beekeepers Association. 
The workshop is part of Fond 
du Lac Tribal and Community 
College’s Environmental Institute 
and Extension programs. 

Regis t ra t ion is  $20 for 
Northeastern Beekeepers Association 
members, and $25 for non-members. 
Pre-registration is encouraged, and is 
available online at www.signmeup.
com/133564. Same-day registration 
will be available as space allows, 
payment by cash or check only.

 For more information, contact 
Courtney Kowalczak at 218-879-
0862 or via email at courtneyk@
fdltcc.edu. Additional updates will be 
posted to the official Environmental 
Institute at Fond du Lac Tribal and 
Community College Facebook page.

VIRGINIA- Northern 
Stage Works, a theater 
group affiliated with the 
Lyric Center for the Arts, 
will present ‘Almost, 
Maine,’ a play by John 
Cariani, Feb. 13 through 
16, at the Lyric Annex, 516 
Chestnut St. in Virginia. 
The play is about residents 
of a small northern Maine 
town who experience the 

life-altering power of the 
human heart. It is a two-act 
series of vignettes that take 
place simultaneously on 
one winter night.

Tickets for Almost, 
Maine, are available online 
at LyricCenter4Arts.com 
for $15 or at the door 
for $17. Special cabaret 
seating with champagne 
and chocolates is available 

on Valentine’s Day, Feb. 
14, for $25 online or $30 
at the door. Performances 
are at 7 p.m., Thursday 
through Saturday, Feb. 
13-15, and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, Feb. 16 at The 
First Stage Gallery.

Co-director Carol 
Zakula says, “We invite 
you into significantly 
simple moments of ordi-

nary people trying to 
mend, untwist, and restore 
relationships.”

Cast members are 
Tavia Melhus, Josie Moe, 
Marlys Goerdt, Tucker 
Nelson, Amber Johnson, 
Liz Bloch, Tom Moe, 
Sarah Packa, Darby Sauer 
and Steven Solkela. Mary 
Lou Conaway and Carol 
Zakula are co-directors. 
Production staff includes 
stage manager Nina Kampf 
and technical director Pete 
Pellinen.

Northern Stage Works 
is a community theatre 
company that explores 
performances relevant to 
our local community and 
the world.  Morphing from 
the former IRRRP, which 
was known for itspast light 
opera, radio plays and 
mystery dinner theater per-
formances, Northern Stage 
Works hopes to invite new 
participants excited about 
being involved in commu-
nity theater. All auditions 
are posted. See www.
lyriccenteronline.org and 
the Lyric Center for the 
Arts Facebook page for 
more information and 
announcements.

Great Decisions 2020 video programs 
sponsored in Ely

ELY- The Ely Field Naturalists is helping the 
Great Decisions 2020 group get the word out about 
their upcoming programs. All sessions are free and 
open to the public. 

Great Decisions meetings take place in Classroom 
124 at VCC from 4 to 5:30 p.m.  on the second and 
fourth Thursdays. These will be foreign policy dis-
cussions. Study guides are available to purchase at 
the Front Porch for $35 each. There are two copies at 
the library that you can read there. Each session has 
between six and nine pages of information to read along 
with questions to guide the discussion. Participants 
are not required to attend all sessions and may select 
those topics of interest.  On Thursday, Feb. 13 there 
will be a discussion on India and Pakistan led by 
Barbara Crossette. On Thursday, Feb. 27 there will be 
a discussion on Red Sea Security led by David Shinn. 
On Thursday, March 12 there will be a discussion on 
Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking led by Ronald 
Weitzer. On Thursday, March 26  there will be a dis-
cussion on U.S. Relations with the Northern Triangle 
led by Michael Shifter and Bruno Binetti.

CBP officers seize drug paraphernalia 
at Int’l Falls border train crossing

INT’L FALLS- U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) Office of Field Operations officers 
at the International Falls Port of Entry targeted a rail 
container destined to arrive in Ranier. CBP officers 
inspected the rail container and discovered 42,390 
pieces of drug paraphernalia. On Jan. 10, CBP seized 
the drug paraphernalia with an estimated domestic 
value of $467,372. For more information about the 
work of CBP, please visit www.cbp.gov.

Speakers on Recovery from Mental 
Illness will present Feb. 11

VIRGINIA- In Our Own Voice (IOOV), a free 
public education program featuring two speakers 
sharing their personal stories of living with a mental 
illness and achieving recovery, will be offered on 
Tuesday, Feb. 11 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at Mesabi 
Range College, 1001 W Chestnut St. in Virginia. 
The program includes a short video and a question 
and answer period. NAMI Minnesota (National 
Alliance on Mental Illness) offers IOOV presenta-
tions around the state to improve public awareness 
of mental illnesses. For more information, contact 
Patrick at publicawareness@namimn.org or 651-
645-2948 ext. 128.

SOUDAN- The town board 
here was divided over accepting 
a Zamboni ice resurfacer for the 
Soudan Skating Rink, at their 
meeting this Tuesday. 

Township supervisor Greg 
Dostert has been working with 
local community members to 
find a used Zamboni and raise 
funds for its purchase.

Dostert showed the board a 
picture of a used 1975 Zamboni 
that his son, Nate Dostert, found 
for sale online for $5,900, 
located in Shawano, Wis. The 
Zamboni is propane powered 
with a Volkswagen Industrial 
Engine, a 160-gallon water tank, 
125 cubic feet snow capacity, a 
77-inch blade, and also includes 
a spare tire. 

Greg Dostert was able to 
raise the total amount needed to 
purchase the Zamboni with com-
mitments from his business, IBI 
Construction; his son’s business 
Vermilion Storage; Rolando’s 
Construction; Frandsen Bank; 
the Tower-Soudan Athletic 

Association (TSAA); Beans 
Sunsdahl; and Dan Wiire. 

“It would be a very positive 
thing for our communities,” said 
Dostert. “It would make the rink 
safer and more level. Kids have 
gotten hurt recently by tripping 
in divots in the ice.” He said the 
rink is very popular on week-
ends. Chimpy’s Skating Parties 
regularly bring in thirty or more 
kids each Saturday and Sunday, 
plus their parents. 

Chairman Tim Tomsich 
was clearly opposed to taking 
the Zamboni, “It’s not going to 
get done,” he said. “If someone 
wants to buy it and get a certif-
icate of insurance, OK. I don’t 
think we need it. I don’t think we 
need to store it.” Tomsich pointed 
out that Dostert had sought out 
hockey boards and netting for 
the baseball field two years ago 
that still haven’t been installed 
and that the baseball scoreboard 
that Dostert got was improperly 
installed the first time, fell, and 
needed to be replaced after an 
insurance claim.  

Dostert apologized, “I 
know I’ve let you down, Tim.” 

Following a period of silence, 
Dostert attempted to make 
a motion to take possession 
of the community-purchased 
Zamboni, but the motion failed 
for lack of a second. 

Supervisor Chuck Tekautz 
brought up the other costs that 
would be associated with the 
Zamboni. “If it comes free, we 
still have to store it,” he said. 
There was also talk among the 
board about who would drive it, 
fuel costs, unexpected mainte-
nance costs, regular maintenance 
including a yearly $50 blade 
sharpening, insurance, and the 
fact that it would have to be 
driven from its proposed storage 
place, the Surface Building, 
down to the rink, which would be 
nearly a mile round trip. Tekautz 
said, “I’m not for it, all I can 
see is an expense; we can table 
it and see how many people are 
for it.” Tekautz made a motion 
to table the Zamboni issue to the 
next meeting, Tuesday, Feb. 25 
at noon and Dostert seconded it.

Other business
In other actions,  the 

board:  
 Appointed the absentee 

ballot board and election judges 
for 2020.

 Discussed the request of 
a resident of Merganser Road, a 
newly-named road off of Echo 
Point Road, that the township 
plow the road. Maintenance 
director Dale Swanson said that 
the resident believes that because 
the road is now named, it should 
be plowed by the township. 
Swanson spoke with county 
officials who said the road had 
to be named for emergency 

services because it had more 
than three addresses. Despite 
gaining a name, the road is still 
considered a private road, not 
a township road, and therefore 
will not be plowed. 

 Tabled the purchase of 
window coverings for a second 
time, in order to get more infor-
mation from the vendors.

 Paid a $30,514 invoice 
to Lenci Enterprises for the 
community center construction.

  The next township 
meeting will be Tuesday, Feb. 
25 at noon, with the Board of 
Audit to follow. 

To Zamboni or not to Zamboni: That is the question
by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Staff Writer
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LEADER...Continued from page 1
deliberations. However, 
Kent, the first woman 
to lead the Senate DFL 
caucus, made a brief state-
ment after the meeting.

“It is my privilege to 
have been elected as the  
leader of the Senate DFL 
caucus,” Kent said. “This 
is an important year. We 
have a lot of important 
issues facing Minnesotans 
and we are committed to 
working hard to deliver 
for those people and our 
communities and to have 
a successful election in 
November.”

Elected to the Senate 
in 2002 after eight years in 
the House, Bakk had led 
the chamber’s DFL caucus 
since 2011 as both minori-
ty and majority leader. His 
role in shaping the party’s 
legislative initiatives and 
direct involvement in end-
of-session negotiations 
with the governor and 
other legislative leaders 
helped keep Iron Range 
issues at the fore of dis-

cussions in St. Paul.
“In politics, access 

and power are import-
ant,” said Aaron Brown, 
an Iron Range political 
writer. “Bakk had that. 
When you’re not at the 
table it’s a little more 
nerve-wracking. Bakk 
used his leadership posi-
tion to do what he could 
to aid in the development 
of both non-ferrous mines 
(and) pipelines, which 
have been controversial. 
Now he and other local 
legislators will need to 

convince other legislators 
to take up their issues in 
negotiations.”

Kent’s ascension to 
DFL caucus chair reflects 
broader shifts in the state’s 
cultural and political land-
scape, Brown said.

“The outcome of this 
debate within the DFL 
caucus was always going 
to happen at some point,” 
Brown said. “Most of the 
Democratic votes are in the 
metro and suburban parts 
of the state. Symbolically, 
seeing Senator Bakk lose 
his bid to keep his leader-
ship position is one final 
sign that the loss of clout in 
greater Minnesota is con-
tinuing. And people have 
strong feelings about that.”

With DFL sights set 
on recapturing the majority 
in the Senate in the upcom-
ing November election, 
Republicans wasted little 
time trying to turn Bakk’s 
dismissal to their advan-
tage in a statement issued 
Monday by Senate major-

ity leader Paul Gazelka.
“I want to speak to the 

folks on the Range,” said 
Gazelka. “The Democrats 
have turned their back on 
you. I just want it to be 
crystal clear— when they 
threw out Tom Bakk as 
their minority leader, a 
legend frankly, doing great 
work for mining, paper 
mills and all the work 
up there, and now they 
have somebody from the 
Cities, it’s a different day. 
Republicans have your 
back up on the Range.”

Brown suggested 
Bakk’s situation could 

have some effect on area 
legislative races.

“Sen.  Bakk and 
other local legislators 
have enjoyed some cross-
over appeal with Trump 
voters,” he said. “Will 
that hold up if they don’t 
have the political power? 
That could open up the 
possibility of there being 
a more competitive race.”

While speculation 
swirls about the impli-
cations of the leadership 
change in the Senate, 
House Speaker Melissa 
Hortman, DFL-Brooklyn 
Park, issued a statement 

Saturday acknowledging 
Bakk’s contributions.

“In his many years in 
the Legislature, Sen. Bakk 
has been a steadfast ally for 
working people,” she said. 
“As my partner and leader 
of the DFL Senate, he has 
been a trusted resource and 
friend. He deserves our 
gratitude and appreciation 
for his service.” 

Minnesota Public 
Radio contributed report-
ing for this story. You can 
hear MPR News at 89.3 in 
Ely and 92.5 on the Iron 
Range.
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REGIONAL - The 
Minnesota State Colleges 
and Universities Board 
of Trustees last week 
approved plans to merge 
five community and 
technical colleges in 
Northeastern Minnesota. 
The action paves the way 
for the Northeast Higher 
Education District to 
proceed with comprehen-
sive planning to merge 
the accreditations of the 
five schools that make 
up NHED. 

After a two-year plan-
ning period the board will 
vote again on whether to 
go through with it. The 
new college organization, 
if approved, would be in 
operation by fall of 2022. 
The current plan would 
keep all six of the district’s 
college campuses, includ-
ing Vermilion, Mesabi 
Range in both Virginia 
and Eveleth, Hibbing, 
Itasca, and Rainy River, 
open for students and 
classes.

The proposed restruc-
turing is being driven 
by persistent enrollment 
declines that have been 
experienced through-
out the Minnesota State 

higher education system.
“Restructuring our 

five colleges into one 
accredited institution with 
six campuses will have 
many long-lasting bene-
fits for our region,” said 
Michael Raich, interim 
president of NHED, in a 
press release. “We will 
create seamless learning 
experiences for students 
across the region, expand 
academic programming 
regionally, strengthen 
regional employer, uni-
versity, and K-12 part-
nerships, and improve 
operational efficiencies. 
Operating our six cam-
puses under a single 
accreditation will allow 
us to leverage the capac-
ity and flexibility of a 
larger, cohesive college 
while still maintaining 
the important individual 
campus identities that our 
communities have grown 
to trust.” 

Northeast Higher 
Education District schools 
have cooperated since 
1999, sharing a presi-
dent and some other ser-
vices. Despite those two 
decades of cooperation, 
the colleges compete for 

students and still operate 
independently in many 
areas. They’ve had their 
own budgets, academic 
programs, enrollment 
management systems, 
accreditation and sports 
programs.

The five colleges on 
six campuses have the 
equivalent of about 2,900 
full-time students com-
bined, having lost a third 
of their tuition-paying 
enrollment over the past 
eight years. An increase in 
the number of high school 
students taking advantage 
of post-secondary option 
has boosted the number of 
concurrent students, but 
nowhere near enough to 
stem the enrollment slide.

The decline in enroll-
ment at NHED schools is 
outpacing the statewide 
trend, and that’s a demo-
graphic problem that the 
current restructuring is 
unlikely to solve. While 
some parts of Minnesota 
are experiencing popula-
tion growth, the northeast-
ern Minnesota counties 
served by NHED are 
experiencing either stable 
or declining populations. 
That trend is being fueled 

by the rapid aging of 
the existing population 
combined with minimal 
in-migration. It’s a demo-
graphic pattern that’s 
being experienced to 
varying degrees in many 
rural parts of Minnesota 
and the U.S. as a whole.  
In the case of NHED, 
the enrollment declines 
are putting some of the 
schools at a critical point. 
Rainy River Community 
College, in International 
Falls, for example, cur-
rently has fewer than 100 
students enrolled. Raich 
said the border country 
college has done a lot to 
structure itself for such a 
limited enrollment.

While VCC enroll-
ment has declined, at 
just about 12 percent, 
it’s been a slower slide 
than most other NHED 
schools. “While we have 
fared quite a bit better than 
some of the other schools, 
sustained declines in 
enrollment are never 
good,” said VCC Provost 
Shawn Bina. “VCC has 
typically been more of a 
destination college, and 
we attract students from 
all over the Minnesota and 

dozens of other states,” he 
said. “But  a drop from 643 
students to 563 students 
has definitely been felt 
here.”

Bina said this week 
that the plan emerged last 
fall after four years of joint 
strategic planning. “We 
have been moving in that 
direction for a number 
of years with our shared 
business office, shared 
financial aid services 
,and in other areas. These 
opportunities help all of 
us, and the typical student 
won’t see anything dif-
ferent here at VCC or the 
other schools,” he said.

The merged schools 
will get a new name that’s 
yet to be determined. 
Raich said each school 
would get to leverage 
the strengths of the larger 
unit while maintaining 
their “strong community 
identities.”

Each campus will be 
allowed to maintain its 
own identity, especial-
ly surrounding unique 
programs. For instance, 
campuses may be allowed 
to retain independent 
athletic programs so long 
as it remains financially 

viable.
At VCC, Bina envi-

sions minimal changes. 
“We are the Boundary 
Waters school and my 
role is to make sure that 
stays the same,” he said. 
“I have been here 26 years 
and our ethos has always 
been in natural resources, 
and we will keep that 
identity. We don’t want 
to change something that 
is working.”

Statewide decline
The Minnesota State 

system, which includes 
30 public colleges and 
seven universities, is 
in the ninth consecu-
tive year of enrollment 
declines, which largely 
have been blamed on a 
strong economy. “People 
are making that choice 
to go to work rather than 
come to school,” Raich 
said.

According to state 
data released last week, 
jus t  66  percen t  o f 
Minnesota’s 2018 high 
school graduating class 
enrolled in college the fol-
lowing fall— a drop from 
70 percent four years ago.

Northeast Minnesota colleges plan to merge
Declining enrollment cited; no campuses will closeby KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

Susan Kent



will help finance future 
ambulance purchases. 
They also want a business 
plan showing that current 
TAAS operations are 
sustainable along with 
more financial transpar-
ency after revelations that 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in past TAAS sur-
pluses were spent on other 
city of Tower operations.

Township officials 
have complained that the 
change in TAAS oper-
ations is putting many 
more miles on ambulances 
than in the recent past. 
That puts more wear and 
tear on vehicles, which 
means replacement comes 
around sooner. TAAS 
director Steve Altenburg 
had proposed doubling 

the per-capita subsidy 
from area townships last 
year to help cover an 
anticipated shortfall for 
ambulance purchases, but 
township officials have 
mostly balked at that sug-
gestion, at least until other 
concerns are addressed. 

According to esti-
mates developed by town-
ship officials and Virginia 
EMS director Allen Lewis, 
the transfers now account 
for approximately two-
thirds of the miles operated 
by TAAS ambulances. And 
township officials have, to 
date, expressed reluctance 
to increase their contri-
bution to the ambulance 
replacement fund unless at 
least a portion of the extra 
revenue generated by the 

transfers is dedicated to 
the replacement fund. That 
could prove challenging, 
however, since the increase 
in payroll costs as a result 
of the shift to round-the-
clock paid staffing has 
badly eroded TAAS’s 
operating margins.

While ambulance 
services are required to 
respond to emergency 
calls, non-emergency 
transfers are optional even 
though they do generate 
considerable revenue. Less 
clear are the costs asso-
ciated with the transfers. 
Altenburg insists they 
are highly profitable for 
TAAS, but the city’s new 
clerk-treasurer, Victoria 
Ranua, told the Ambulance 
Commission last month 

that she’s seen no cost anal-
ysis to support Altenburg’s 
claim.

A proposal that Eagles 
Nest officials plan to 
present to the city of Tower 
would require the city 
to commit to paying $4 
per transfer mile into the 
ambulance replacement 
fund. That could generate 
about $80,000 a year to 
the replacement account, 
but would almost certainly 
put TAAS’s operational 
budget well into the red.

The Vermilion Lake 
Town Board, on Monday, 
approved comments noting 
that the township’s contri-
bution toward the ambu-
lance service is purely 
voluntary and that the city 
has some responsibility 

to provide more financial 
transparency. “It is the 
city’s duty to provide a plan 
covering projected reve-
nues, costs, expenses, and 
project vehicle replace-
ment as well as clear and 
concise historical data 
covering area ambulance 
replacement aid, vehicle 
replacement costs, and 
vehicle mileage broken 
down to show miles for 
medical calls, for transfers, 
and for other purposes,” 
read the  letter approved by 
the town board this week.

The Vermilion Lake 
board is also seeking a 
contribution from transfer 
revenues to the ambulance 
replacement fund. “If the 
transfer revenue is not suffi-
cient to make such a contri-
bution then the transfers are 
not profitable at the present 
rate and under the present 
conditions because they 
would not be covering their 
portion of vehicle replace-
ment costs,” states the letter. 
“The transfers would be 
operating at a loss and the 
operating plan would be 
seriously flawed,” township 
officials concluded.

The Vermilion Lake 

board is also urging that 
the city ensure that their 
purchase of ambulances 
be handled in a legal and 
financially responsible 
manner. That’s a point 
made by Eagles Nest offi-
cials, as well, who urged 
that future ambulances be 
reviewed and approved by 
the ambulance commis-
sion. Those concerns come 
after Altenburg green-
lighted the selection of an 
ambulance vendor without 
the required bidding. 
When that oversight was 
exposed, Altenburg issued 
a quick call for bids but it 
was too late for some of 
the potential vendors to 
respond in time.

Greenwood Township 
is expected to address the 
issue at their upcoming 
meeting, set for Feb. 11. 
Breitung Township has 
yet to discuss a potential 
response to the city. The 
subsidy contract between 
the city and the townships 
expired at the end of 2019. 
Failure to approve a new 
contract could cost the 
TAAS roughly $45,000 
in revenue. 
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ELY...Continued from page 1
said Shauna Vega, EWF 
executive director said. 
“We are looking to help 
get our young people in 
the community involved 
in our festival and to help 
them to bring out their 
inner artist.”

The students are 
working this week to put 
the finishing touches on 
their wolf sculpture and 
to add more detail. “All 
the students were very 
enthusiastic to take part 
in this new program and 
one VCC student even 
inquired about getting 
his own block of snow to 
put his new skills to the 
test,” she said.

VCC interim art 
instructor Abbey Blake 
created a miniature clay 
model of a wolf to give 
the students an idea 
of what the finished 
product would look like. 
“I just quickly created 
this to give the students 
a three-dimensional 
model of what we could 
create,” she said. 

Blake, who is at VCC 
for this school year, said 
she had never used snow 
as a sculpting medium. 
“We have an amazing 
team of students and 
we are all having fun 
learning this process,” 
she said. “It is a totally 
different process than 
with clay. With snow 
you have to take away 
all the material you don’t 
want. Usually with clay, 
an artist can add bits 
of material to get to 
the desired shape. With 
snow it is mostly a reduc-
tive process. On the other 
hand, snow is a pretty 
giving material. It is lots 
of fun being outside in the 

park and seeing all the 
snow sculptures that will 
soon take shape.”

With the help of 
local artist Wade Pharr, 
the students gathered 
at Whiteside Park last 
week for snow sculpting 
school. “Start by looking 
at your block of snow 
and at what angle the 
light will hit it,” he said. 
“Each snow block is dif-
ferent and you have to 
work with the varieties 
and imperfections in the 
snow.”

He reviewed some 
of the best tools to use to 
sculpt the snow and the 
techniques that work for 
him to shape the snow 
into what he is looking 
for. “You are not just con-
fined to the four sides of 
the snow. Think outside 
the box,” he said.

The students worked 
well past sunset for 
several nights last week 
and were in the park 
this week to finish their 
project.

The highlight of 
each Winter Festival 

i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e 
International  Snow 
Sculpting Symposium. 
This year, 13 teams from 
Minnesota, the Upper 
Midwest, and Canada 
will transform their 
designs into amazing 
giant sculptures. 

“ T h o u s a n d s  o f 
people walk through 
the park throughout 
the festival,” Vega said. 
“This weekend, visitors 
will be able to inter-
act with the sculptors, 
who love talking about 
their designs. Amateur 
individuals, families, 
and groups will carve 
smaller amateur blocks 
with judging and prizes 
awarded on Saturday 
afternoon.”

T o w e r ’ s  D o u g 
Petersen signed on to 
carve Northern Grounds’ 
snow block next to the 
building. Nancy Scheibe 
and her team will again 
carve Front Porch’s tra-
ditional rendition of the 
beautiful Wolf, Bear, 
Moose EWF pin, designed 
by Nancy herself. “Check 

out the block at the 
Grand Ely Lodge, being 
carved by Emma Kari, a 
recent Ely graduate who 
designed the 2018 EWF 
pin,” Vega said.

Ten days of fun
The Ely  Winter 

F e s t i v a l  b e g a n  o n 
Thursday, Feb. 6 and 
runs through next 
Sunday, Feb. 16. During 
those ten days, Ely vis-
itors and residents will 
have many events and 
activities to enjoy.  

“ArtWalk volunteers 
filled Ely’s storefront 
windows with beautiful 
art,” Vega said. “The EWF 
Board of Directors and 
many volunteers have 
been working hard to 
offer new and traditional 
events that will enhance 
our enjoyment of winter. 
An EWF brochure, avail-
able at many local busi-
nesses, will help art 
walkers plan their tour, 
or go to elywinterfes-
tival.com and click on 
Events.”

The Ely Folk School 

has again developed 
dozens of classes to 
choose from throughout 
the ten-day festival. “It 
will be a hub of activity. 
More classes are being 
added and can be found 
at elyfolkschool.org,” 
she said.

O t h e r  p o p u l a r 
W i n t e r  F e s t i v a l 
events are the KUBB 
Tournament in the park 
and NLAA’s Downtown 
Art Market at Amici’s 
Ceremony Hall on West 
Sheridan Street. 

Live music is a 
big part of this year’s 
festival, including the 
Valentine’s Day concert 
with singer-songwrit-
er Courtney Yasmineh, 
joined by Tim Stouffer, 
in the recently-restored 
Society Hall upstairs of 
Northern Grounds, and 
the Lumber Jack and 
Lumber Jill Party with 
Van and the Free Candies 
at Piragis Northwoods 
Company on Saturday, 
Feb. 15.

A new event was 
just added Monday. “We 

are going to have our 
first wedding ceremony 
in the park during this 
year’s Winter Festival,” 
Vega said. “Look for 
the ceremony to start 
about 11 a.m. and come 
congratulate the happy 
couple.”

This year’s festival 
headquarters are located 
at Northern Grounds 
Coffee and Wine Bar, at 
2 W. Sheridan St. Winter 
Festival pins, T-shirts, 
and other items will be 
available there for sale. 

The Ely Winter 
Festival and the Ely 
ArtWalk are funded 
in part by grants from 
the Minnesota State 
Arts Board and the 
Arrowhead Regional 
Arts Council (thanks to 
a legislative appropria-
tion from the Arts and 
Cultural Heritage Fund), 
the Donald G. Gardner 
Humanities Trust, the Ely 
Chamber of Commerce, 
the city of Ely, and local 
merchants, organiza-
tions and individuals. 
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Shop 24/7 for options, prices and photos at www.hibbingchrysler.us
1-877-HIBBING • 218-263-7700 - 1321 E. 39th St., Hibbing, MN 55746

Northwoods Medallion Hunt 
Will you join the hunt?  Two fun ways to 

participate February 7-16, 2020 
Option 1: Outdoor enthusiasts join in the search to find this year’s     
medallion.  Ten days of clues and the winner receives $500.00 in     
Chamber Bucks.  Listen to the WELY morning show, visit www.ely.org/
medallionhunt, or follow us on Facebook @ElyChamberOfCommerce.  
Daily clue available at all 3 locations.  Participating businesses will also 
post clues. 
Option 2: Collect wooden nickels from participating businesses and turn 
them into the Chamber office for a chance to win additional Chamber 
Buck prizes.  Redeem ten nickels for each entry card.   

 

Visit www.ely.org/medallionhunt for details. 
 

Event Sponsored by    1600 E. Sheridan Street Ely Winter Festival Office Hours 
Ely Chamber of Commerce    Ely, Minnesota   Monday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm 
Events & Promotions Committee  218-365-6123   Saturday & Sunday 10 am - 4 pm 

Abbey Blake, above, an interim art instructor at Vermilion Community College, explains the snow sculpting process to 
students at an Ely Winter Festival mentoring program. They created a wolf, right, over several days and nights of work.

AMBULANCE...Continued from page 1



change,” wrote the judges 
in comments included 
with their decision. “And 
it was loaded with great 
details and facts, such as 
the midnight posting and 
the comparison of the two 
candidates’ resumés.” 

Helmberger also won 
second place in the com-
petition for the Herman 
Roe Award, a special 
award given to the top 
editorial in the state 
among all newspapers. 
Helmberger’s winning 
editorial cited the former 
Tower City Council’s 
failure to seriously address 
major errors in the August 
2018 primary election, 
during which nearly 20 

percent of the city’s voters 
had their ballots disquali-
fied due to poor election 
oversight. The Timberjay 
also won in the category 
of Social Issues Story 
for its report on the fight 
by former Tower School 
cook Marilyn Turnbull to 
achieve fair pay. Other sec-
ond-place awards included 
General Reporting and 
Editorial Portfolio.

“The  cons i s t en t 
strength of the Timberjay’s 
editorial  page came 
through in the MNA’s 
contest this year,” said 
Timberjay Publisher 
Marshall Helmberger, 
noting that the newspaper 
won either first or second 

place in every editorial 
category. 

The contest’s judges 
cons i s ten t ly  l auded 
the Timberjay’s work. 
“Readers get a lot for their 
dollar,” wrote the judges in 
their comments on general 
excellence. “Strong cover-
age of local government 
and the schools; many 
interesting features and 
best-in-class outdoors 
coverage. The Timberjay 
offered the most compre-
hensive coverage of any 

of the entries.”
Commenting on the 

Timberjay’s  editorial 
page, the judge’s called 
it “well-designed,” and 
enticing. “Editorials wade 
into the weeds of a topic, 
such as rural broadband. 
Letters [from readers] are 
plentiful, too. Columns 
add edge and personality.”

Even  in  award-
ing  second place for 
General Reporting, the 
judges heaped praise on 
the Timberjay. “This is 

another paper that appears 
to do a very good job for 
its community. Nice use of 
typography, decent pho-
tography, and excellent 
writing. If MNA allowed 
ties, this would have been 
tied for first.”

The Timberjay won 
two separate awards for its 
story on the falsification of 
official records at Tower 
City Hall by the former 
clerk-treasurer. While the 
exposé took second in 
investigative reporting, 

it won first place in the 
category of Hard News. 
“This thorough investiga-
tion is a game-changer,” 
wrote the judges. “The 
writing and graphics make 
it easy to understand the 
apparent scandal.” The 
former clerk-treasurer is 
facing prosecution for the 
falsification of official 
records, which is a viola-
tion of Minnesota criminal 
statutes.
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SCOUTS...Continued from page 1
fire building, and Steven 
(Sopoci) is out with first 
aid.”

And on the first anni-
versary of girls being 
accepted into Scouting, 
four girls from Cherry 
nicknamed the “Dragons” 
won the competition 
against 39 other Scouts.

“ I  d i d n ’ t  t h i n k 
we’d win in a million 
years,” 11-year-old Joley 
Grangruth said.

“I was waiting for any 
other team’s name and he 
said ours,” Mia Wesley, 
12, said.

Whi l e  Made l ine 
Larson, 12, was equally 
surprised, the patrol’s 

senior member, Mellisa 
Larson, 17, had confidence 
her patrol would be com-
petitive.

“I knew they knew 
their stuff,” she said. “I was 
surprised, but I believed in 
these girls. I knew we had 
a fighting chance.”

Gillson said the inclu-
sion of girls in what was 
formerly Boy Scouts has 
helped some troops bolster 
membership while giving 
families opportunities to 
have their children togeth-
er in a common activity.

“In some areas it’s 
been huge, in other areas 
it takes time,” Gillson said. 
“It takes time for people 

to make that adjustment 
mentally. We’re over 100 
years old, and we’ve never 
had girls before.”

Gillson noted that the 
United States and Japan 
were the only two coun-
tries where girls hadn’t 
been included in Scouting.

“Every other country 
in the world has been co-ed 
since their existence,” he 
said.

Pushing Klondike 
sleds along snow-packed 
trails in the school yard, 
patrols spent Saturday 
morning encountering 
scenarios testing their 
skills in fire building, first 
aid, and shelter building. 

Josh Gillson, a Cook troop 
alumnus, Eagle Scout, and 
emergency responder, was 
responsible for the first-aid 
scenario, acting as both 
judge and teacher.

“You have young 
patrols, some doing this 
for the first time, and 
you have older kids who 
have been to a couple 
Klondikes. They’ve done 
these scenarios before, so 
they’re already ahead of 
the game,” Gillson said. 
“You let them play the 
scenario out, and the teach-
ing comes in after. It’s that 
trial by fire – let’s see what 
you know, then once we’re 
done let’s re-evaluate.”

Competitive activities 
in the afternoon included 
dodge ball, Klondike sled 
racing, snow snake throw-
ing, and snowshoe racing.

A unique feature of this 
year’s derby, traditionally 
a one-day event, was the 
addition of a Friday night 
sleepover and Fortnite 
online gaming compe-
tition. Accommodating 
a winter sleepover in a 
closed, cold school build-
ing wasn’t difficult for 
volunteers, but getting 
Internet access for the 
gaming terminals took 
some outside help.

“Access Broadband 
sent technicians out here 

and hooked it up tem-
porarily for free,” Rock 
Gillson said.

The Cook troop’s 
idea to provide additional 
opportunity for Scouts to 
interact with other troops 
appeared to be well-re-
ceived.

“I thought it was 
really interesting,” Mellisa 
Larson said. “It was like 
we had two events. I really 
like it when Scouts get to 
meet people from all over 
the place. All the kids got 
to talk with Scouts from 
all over and have that 
camaraderie.”

WINTER WATERCOLOR ESCAPEWINTER WATERCOLOR ESCAPE
“Elements of the Minnesota Landscape”

March 27, 28 & 29, 2020
at the Historic Vermilion Park Inn

- 12 beautifully restored guest rooms • 30 Center Street • Soudan, MN -

With a focus on fun and friendship, join us for this 2-day creative retreat!
Instructor Sarah-Guy Levar of Ely will lead you in an exploration with her

step-by-step approach for creating artwork unique to you!
Paintings will revolve around trees, water, rocks and reflections.

Selfie 
by Sarah Guy-Levar

Demonstrations with instruction in composition, color theory and
painting with a spiritual approach will be woven into each lesson.  

This workshop is appropriate for beginners and experienced painters.  

Friday, March 27
7 PM

Meet and greet
social hour

for those arriving
that night.Watercolor images 

by Sarah Guy-Levar

Cost per participant for just the workshop is $235 (All supplies included)
Payable by check to: Vermilion Park Inn, PO Box 373, Soudan, MN 55782

or call with credit card payment (3% credit card fee): 218-753-2333
(No online registrations available)

No refunds for cancellations after Friday, March 13, 2020
(Minimum of 8 students needed for class to be held)

Stay at the Inn during this fun-filled watercolor escape!
Room with private bath $95+ tax per night (Off-season special rate)

Room with shared bath $80+ tax per night
(Many rooms accommodate 2 people)

Breakfast in our dining room included for those staying at the Inn 7-9 AM

More about the Artist
Sarah’s art can be seen at the Art & Soul Gallery in Ely, Master Framing in Duluth and Mainstreet Gallery in

Kingston, PA. She offers watercolor workshops for both beginning and experienced painters.
She is constantly inspired by the beauty of the northwoods surrounding her home on Burntside Lake.

For more information, visit Sarah’s website at www.sarahguylevar.com.

Stay2 nights...Get 3rd nightFREE!

Lodging
charges extra

Sunday, March 29 • 9 AM-4 PM
Lunch is included.

3 PM critique • 4 PM art show
for friends and family.

Saturday, March 28 • 9 AM-4 PM
Lunch is included.

Painting all day, ending with a wine
and cheese critique.

2020 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT AWD

DISCLOSURES *Price after $750 GM Loyalty offer.  Must currently own/lease a 
2006 or newer GM passenger vehicle to qualify.  Take delivery from dealer stock by 

03/02/2020. Not compatible with some other offers.  
       **On approved credit with GM Financial. Not compatible with some other offers. 
             Take delivery from dealer stock by 03/02/2020. See dealer for details. 

HUGE PRE-OWNED SAVINGS!

2019 CHEVROLET BLAZER AWD 
MSRP $42,895

Sale Price $38,461*
SAVE $4,434

OR CHOOSE 0% APR**

MSRP $32,440
Sale Price $26,365*

SAVE $6,075
OR CHOOSE 0% APR+

$1,000 CASH ALLOWANCE**

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK Lorn

Koski
Les 

Hujanen
HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm

 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN • 218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

Calvin
Jolly

Terry
Carlson

$29,990
$19,990
$20,990
$35,990
$27,990
$13,890
$16,990
$18,990
$14,990
$19,990
$21,990
  $9,990

2019 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 LT
MSRP $50,470

Sale Price $41,262*
SAVE $9,208

OR CHOOSE 0% APR**

SAVE
BIG!

2019 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LD 4X4...ONLY 19K MILES!. 
2019 CHEVROLET IMPALA LT.....V6 POWER!.................... 
2018 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT AWD......CERTIFIED!.......
2017 GMC SIERRA SLT 4X4...WELL EQUIPPED!................      
2017 RAM BIGHORN 4X4.......5.7 HEMI LOADED!...............  
2016 TOYOTA COROLLA LE...42 HWY MPG!......................
2016 TOYOTA RAV 4 LE....STYLISH!...................................  
2016 JEEP RENEGADE LATITUDE......GO ANYWHERE!.... 
2016 CHEVROLET CRUZE RS.....GREAT MPG!.................. 
2016 FORD ESCAPE TITANIUM AWD....LOADED!..............  
2014 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LTZ.....LOADED 3RD ROW!....  
2011 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN...STOW-N-GO SEATING!.....

SAVE BIG
Buy LOCAL!

SAVEBIG!

SAVE
BIG!

The “Dragons” patrol from Cherry poses with their Klondike Derby championship trophy. 
Members of the winning team are, from left, Joley Grangruth, Madeline Larson, Mia Wesley, and 
Mellisa Larson. photos by D. Colburn

MNA ...Continued from page 1

Wyatt Kane of Cherry grimaces as he leads the 
pack near the finish line of a 120-yard snow-
shoe race.
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February 6-16
• 2020 •

Enjoy all Ely has to offer!
Great Winter Fun!

Quality Outdoor Apparel
Handmade on the Main Street of Ely

Wintt Festival Sale! 

218-365-6602 | 205 E Sheridan St, Ely MN

20% OFF
Men’s & Women’s

Sweater Fleece Tops

It’s Time for...

FESTIVAL HOURS:
 Open Daily at 6:30 AM

4th & Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-BEAN 

       Winter
   Festival

ORGANIC COFFEE    ESPRESSO   TEAS
Gifts    Fine Desserts    Wraps & Soups

MOCHA    T-SHIRTS    PINS & MORE!

We have WiFi!

It’s

Special Winter Festival Items!
; ;

; ;
; ;

Is It Time To Sell Or Buy? Call Us Today! Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too.

www.JanischRealty.com

$1,475,000

$1,000,000

$428,000

$785,000

          
                   SOLD 2019!

365-3216
1230 E. Sheridan St, Ely

$3 off
8 piece

Chicken Dinner

Limit 1 Per Family • Good Through Feb. 16, 2020

DINNER!

$

$

$

SUPER
ZUPER

COUPON FOOD MARKETS
Ely, MinnesotaELY STORE ONLY

1.6 oz.
Proud

Sponsor of
Ely’s Winter

Festival!

Coupon #9377   Limit one per customer • Coupon expires Feb.16, 2020    

FREE Pearson’s Salted Nut Roll!

$

$
$

$
$

129 N. Central Ave., Ely • 218.365.4653
ElySurplus.com

KK

20% OFF
Winter Boot SALE

SELECTED
STYLES

Winter Festival Hours
Mon-Sat 9-5, Sun 11-3

BREAKFAST~LUNCH~DINNER
Full Bar featuring MN Spirits

and Beers~Wine

145 E. Sheridan St. Ely, MN • 218-365-4855
www.insularestaurant.com

OPEN: 
Tuesday thru Saturday 7:30 AM-9 PM

Sunday 7:30 AM-2 PM

124 N. Central Ave., Ely • 218.365.4653
ElySurplus.com • Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4

50% OFF
JEWELRY SALE

SELECTED
STYLES

Winter Festival Hours
Gift Store: 10-5 Mon-Sat, Sun 11-3
Gallery:     10-5 Mon-Sat, Sun 11-3

ELY WINTER FESTIVAL!

Come in and check out
our selection of import beers

Hours: Mon-Sat 8-10
401 E. Sheridan St, Ely • 365-5087

WINTERFEST SPECIALS

Mike’s LiquorMike’s Liquor
Many In-Store Specials

Largest Selection of
Beer, Wine & Spirits

WINTER FESTIVAL SALE
25% OFF
Your Total Purchase

Offer good with coupon during Winter Festival 2020

204 E Sheridan
Ely, MN

218.235.6110

$

$ $

47 E. Sheridan, Ely • 218-365-4301

Hours: 11 AM-11 PM
7 days a week

Check Out All Our Home Brews!
FRIDAY the 7th...

Come listen to

“CHARLIE PARR”
 and the Black River Revue

Celebrate the ‘Fest
with Us!

LIVE MUSIC 
Sat., February 15

“JAMMIN JOE”
8 PM-Midnite

Happy Hour: M-F: 3-7 PM

Hours: M-Sat 11 AM to 1 AM, Sun Noon-7 PM
17 E Sheridan, Ely • 218-365-3896

JOIN
 THE FUN!



FIELD TWP—The 
Grizzlies girls overcame 
an early double-digit deficit 
and a late Carlton rally for 
a hard-fought 66-61 victory 
Monday over the visiting 
Bulldogs.

Sluggish from the 
outset and hampered by 
Carlton’s full-court press, 
North Woods was staring at 

a 17-5 deficit when Coach 
Robbie Goggleye called 
time with 7:37 left in the 
first half.

“We struggled a little 
bit,” Goggleye said. “Four 
or five of us are sick here, 
so our energy is a little low.”

When they came back 
on the court the Grizzlies 
were a different team.

Two free throws and 
a basket by Nicole Olson 
ignited a monster 20-2 

Grizzlies run over the next 
seven minutes, powered 
by eight points each from 
Brynn Simpson and Hannah 
Kinsey. The Grizzlies led 
25-20 at the half.

Two quick buckets 
by senior forward Sasha 
Strong to open the second 
half extended the Grizzlies’ 
lead to 29-20. With Simpson 
hitting 15 of her game-high 
25 points after the break, 
North Woods maintained 

its lead well into the half, 
but the Bulldogs refused 
to buckle.

Carlton reclaimed the 
lead, 48-45, on a pair of 

E L Y  –  T h e 
Timberwolves hockey team 
finished their home season 
with a 5-2 loss against the 
North Shore Storm Tuesday 
night. 

On senior night, Ely’s 
only goals came from fresh-
man Kole Macho, who 

scored at 6:59 in the first 
period with an assist by 
Logan Loe and Luke Olson.

The Storm answered at 
the 9:34 mark, and Macho 
scored again at 15:54, on 
a power play with an assist 
by senior Luke Olson, to 
give Ely a temporary 2-1 
lead. North Shore scored at 
the end of the period to tie 
the game 2-2. North Shore 
scored once in the second 
period and added two more 
goals in the final frame for 
the 5-2 win.

The Timberwolves, 
who went penalty free on 

their home ice, took 23 shots 
on goal for the night, while 
the Storm peppered Ely 
goalie Ben Cavalier with 
36 shots.
Weekend action

Ely traded games 
with Bagley-Fosston last 
weekend, getting a win and a 
loss. The Timberwolves beat 
the Flyers, 5-4 Friday for 
their third win of the season, 
and lost 4-1 on Saturday. 

On Friday night, the 
Flyers took a two-goal lead 
before senior forward Luke 
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GIRLS BASKETBALL

SPORTS Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989

.

Sports 
week

GIRLS B-BALL
HOCKEY

Grizzlies hit a rough patch

Above:
Ely ninth-grader Zoe Devine 
competes during last Saturday’s 
pursuit-freestyle event at 
Hidden Valley.

Right:
Ely tenth-grader Jon Hakala 
kicks it into gear during the 
classical competition this past 
Saturday.

Grizzlies 
crush 
Wrenshall

See HOCKEY...pg. 2B

BOYS B-BALL

HOCKEY

NORDIC SKIING

Ely goes 1-2 in weekend home finale

photos by L. Anderson

BOYS BBALL

Friday, Feb. 7 
North Woods at LBF, 
7:15 p.m. 
Ely at Mesabi East, 7:15 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, Feb. 11 
North Woods hosts I-Falls, 
7:15 p.m. 
Ely hosts Lakeview Christian 
Academy, 7:15 p.m. 
 
Thursday, Feb. 13 
North Woods at Virginia, 
7:15 p.m. 

Monday, Feb. 10 
North Woods at Mesabi 
East, 7:15 p.m. 
Ely hosts Fond Du Lac, 
7:15 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, Feb. 11 
Northeast Range at 
Chisholm, 7:15 p.m. 
 
Thursday, Feb. 13 
North Woods hosts Ely, 
7:15 p.m. 
Northeast Range  hosts 
Nashwauk-Keewatin, 7:15 

Friday, Feb. 7 
Ely at Moose Lake, 6 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 8 
Ely at Spirit Mountain, 
11 a.m. 

NORDIC SKIING

Right: North Woods
ninth-grader Hannah 
Kinsey delivers a 
jump shot during their 
Monday contest with 
Carlton. 

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

See  NW GIRLS...pg. 2B

Wolves finish strong at home
Boys skiers take another first, girls finish second

See GRIZZLIES...pg. 2B

photo by C. Stone

See NORDIC...pg. 2B

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

ELY – The Timberwolves cel-
ebrated another one-two finish here 
on Saturday as they hosted the last 
regular season meet on their home 
course at Hidden Valley Ski Area. 
They were set to compete in the 
section finals on Thursday, after 
the Timberjay’s weekly presstime. 
You can see results from Thursday’s 
sectional competition online at 
timberjay.com.

The Ely boys team outpaced the 
other nine schools with 389 points 
on Saturday. The Duluth East boys 
finished in second with 374 points 
and Mesabi East boys team was 
third with 329 points.

A trifecta of Ely skiers, Jasper 
Johnson with a time of 12:41.7, Nate 
Nettifee, at 13:49.0, and Gabriel 
Pointer, at 13:49.1, finished one, 
two, three in the 5.2 K pursuit-free-
style competition. Johnston also 
finished first in the 4.9K classic 
race. His combined time for the 
two race legs was 27:21.3, almost 
two minutes ahead of Marshall 
School’s Declan Hutchinson who 
finished second with a combined 
time of 29:13.8.

Other Ely boys, with their 
overall place and combined times, 
included Pointer, 3rd, 29:23.7, 
Nettifee, 4th, 29:36.2,  Jon Hakala, 
7th, 30:37.6, Raif Olson, 14th, 
31:35.2, and Micah Larson, 19th, 
32:09.3.

The Ely girls team finished 
with 368 points, just behind Duluth 
East’s 384 points, and ahead of 
Mesabi East, who scored 355 
overall points.

Ely’s Zoe Devine placed 
first in the 4.9K classic race and 
second in the 5.2K pursuit-freestyle 
event. She finished with an overall 
time of 32:00.1, just behind first-
place overall finisher Gretchen 
Haggenmiller, of Duluth East, who 
posted an overall time of 31:50.1.

W R E N S H A L L — 
Senior Trevor Morrison and 
sophomore TJ Chiabotti 
each scored 23 points as 
they combined to lead the 
Grizzlies to a 99-37 rout of 
the Wrens here on Tuesday. 

North Woods put up 56 
points by the break before 
sending in the younger 
players for much of the 
second half. 

“We got out early and 
pushed the tempo,” said 
North Woods Head Coach 
Will Kleppe. “Lots of 
guys got minutes so it was 
good experience for some 
of our reserves,” he said. 
“We moved the ball well 
in stretches in both halves 

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Left: Ely’s Jimmy 
Zupancich advances 
the puck during last 
Saturday’s home game 
against Bagley-Fosston.
photo by K.Vandervort

Rally to top Carlton, but fall to Deer River, Greenway  
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor
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BOYS BASKETBALL

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Timberwolves rally to top Golden Bears

Ely edges Carlton, routs Littlefork-Big Falls

free throws by Maddie 
Asleson and a driving 
basket by Alaina Bennett 
with just over five minutes 
remaining.

“They had some nice 
shooters,” Goggleye said. 
“We were trying to take 
their speed away, take their 
drive away.”

Strong went to work 
again, first connecting 
inside and following up 
with a deep three-pointer 
to put North Woods back 
on top 50-48. The Grizzlies 
stretched the lead to as 
much as eight before set-
tling for the 66-61 win.

Goggleye praised 
Simpson’s contributions.

“Brynn had a monster 

game and really dominated 
on the inside,” he said. 
“She’s really tough. She’s 
physical, she’s not scared, 
she doesn’t back down.”

Other double-digit 
scorers for the Grizzlers 
were Strong, with 18, and 
Kinsey, with 14.

Monday’s win helped 
to erase the sting of a tough 
66-57 loss Thursday at 
Deer River. The Grizzlies 
were in the game at the 
half, 24-22, but faded down 
the stretch as Deer River 
capitalized on its height 
advantage inside.

“They beat us on the 
boards,” Goggleye said. 
“We didn’t box out and 
we gave them too many 

second chance points.”
Simpson led the 

Grizzlies with 16, followed 
by Strong with 15 and 
Kennedy Wardas with 14.

Back-to-back games 
weren’t what the doctor 
ordered for an ailing 
Grizzlies team that exhaust-
ed itself against Carlton 
and had to play host to 
Greenway on Tuesday. 
Simpson, with 12 points, 
was the only North Woods 
player who cracked double 
digits. Greenway took 
control of the game early 
and never let up on the 
pressure, leading 29-16 at 
the half and coasting to a 
63-39 win.

EVELETH— Down by one 
point in the final minutes here 
last Friday, the Timberwolves 
connected for nine unanswered 
points to beat the Golden Bears 
70-62. The win improved Ely’s 
record to 15-4 as the season 

enters the home stretch.
“I thought our defense was 

excellent all game long,” said 
Ely Head Coach Tom McDonald. 
“We forced Eveleth into many 
turnovers with our press.”

It was a remarkable turn-
around after the Wolves fell 
behind 14-0 in the game’s early 
minutes. But once they hit their 

stride, they rebounded quickly 
and took a lead into the break. 
The Golden Bears recovered a 
bit in the second half to regain 
a brief lead late. With Ely down 
by one, junior Brock LaTourell 
hit a key three-pointer to put the 
Wolves up 64-62. With the clock 
running down, the Golden Bears 
were forced to foul, but it didn’t 

pay off as the Wolves connected 
on six-straight from the charity 
stripe to clinch the win. 

Senior Dylan Fenske led the 
way offensively for the Wolves, 
with 26 points along with five 
steals. Senior Eric Omerza added 
19 points, five rebounds, and 
five assists, while junior Will 
Davies had five steals. LaTourell 

added five steals in addition to 
his go-ahead trey. 

The Wolves head to Mesabi 
East on Friday. They’ll host 
Lakeview Christian Academy 
on Tuesday. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

ELY— Home court 
was no advantage for the 
Timberwolves on Monday 
as the visiting Rangers 
routed Ely 93-31. “We are 
in the tough part of our 

schedule right now and 
we just need to continue 
to work to improve and 
get healthy,” said Ely Head 
Coach Darren Visser. 

The Wolves, now 
13-6, couldn’t get anything 
going as Mt. Iron-Buhl’s 

tough defense largely 
shut down Ely’s senior 
duo, Erika Mattson and 
Brielle Kallberg. Mattson 
managed to make it 
to double digits, with 
ten points on the night, 
while Kallberg added 

nine. Eighth-grader Grace 
LaTourell, who has been 
showing real promise in 
recent weeks, added six 
points while freshman 
Madeline Perry added four 
points. 

It was a closer contest 

last Thursday in Eveleth, 
but the end result was the 
same as they fell 62-45 to 
the Golden Bears. Mattson 
poured in 18 points and 
Kallberg added 15, but 
it wasn’t enough. Perry 
added six for Ely, while 

eighth-grader Sarah Visser 
tallied four. 

The Wolves were set 
to host Fond Du Lac on 
Monday. They’ll travel 
to North Woods next 
Thursday to take on the 
Grizzlies. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

but had some breakdowns 
that we need to give some 
attention to as we get ready 
for the final push of the 
regular season. We dealt 
with some foul trouble in 
the second half that cut into 
our chances.” 

A to ta l  o f  f ive 
Grizzlies players reached 
double digits, including 
junior Darius Goggleye 
and freshman Brenden 
Chiabotti, who added 14 
points apiece. Freshman 
Jared Chiabotti connected 
for ten points. Also con-
tributing was senior Levi 
Byram, with five points.

At Greenway last 
Friday, the Raiders tallied 

23 points from the charity 
stripe to edge the Grizzlies 
71-63. North Woods out-
scored the Raiders by three 
points from the court, but 
an 11-point Greenway 
advantage from the free-
throw line proved the 
difference.

“I t  was  a  good 
game against a quality oppo-
nent,” said Kleppe.   “We 
certainly had our chances 
to win but couldn’t get 
the shots to fall when we 
needed them.”

It was a close contest 
throughout,  even as 
Greenway maintained an 
edge most of the way. 

J u n i o r  D a r i u s 

Goggleye led for North 
Woods, with 20 points 
and six rebounds, while 
senior Trevor Morrison 
connected on nine of ten 
free throws as he tallied 15 
points and eight boards in 
the contest. Sophomore TJ 
Chiabotti added ten points 
and 11 rebounds for a dou-
ble-double while freshman 
Brenden Chiabotti added 
eight points. Freshman 
Jared Chiabotti added 
five points and as many 
rebounds.

The Grizzlies will be 
in Littlefork on Friday 
and will return home 
next Tuesday to host 
International Falls. 

HOCKEY...Continued from page 1B
Olson opened the scoring 
gate for Ely, hitting the 
back of the net at 15:07 and 
16:13 in the second period, 
with assists by Dalton 
Schreffler, Seann Prigge 
and Jimmy Zupancich, to 
tie the score at 2-2.

Olson  cont inued 
scoring on two more 
power play opportunities 
in the third period, at 2:34 
and 5:46, with assists by 
Prigge, Schreffler and 
Jackson Flom, to give the 
Timberwolves a 4-2 lead. 
The Flyers answered with 
two goals of their own, at 
8:56 and 10:39, to tie the 
score at 4-4. 

Olson scored his fifth 
goal of the night and the 
game winner, again on a 
power play, at 12:19 to give 
the Timberwolves their 
second win of the season 
over Bagley-Fosston. 

 “It was a great effort 

by the whole team and a 
good home win for the big 
crowd we had,” said Head 
Coach Ben Johnson. “The 
team definitely took advan-
tage of every opportunity.” 

The Flyers were called 
for several penalties for the 
night, including a five-min-
ute major. “We had just 
two penalties and played 
a pretty disciplined game,” 
Johnson said.

Goalie Chase Sandberg 
got the win. The Flyers had 
25 shots on goal, while Ely 
had 19 scoring chances.

Ely faced a more 
physical and determined 
Bagley-Fosston team on 
Saturday afternoon. “They 
came at us with a strong 
will to go home with a 
win and they took care of 
business,” Johnson said.

The Flyers took a 
three-goal lead, scoring at 
10:51 in the first period, 

and 00:37 and 9:28 in 
the second frame, before 
Olson lit the lamp at 15:37, 
assisted by Prigge and Kole 
Macho to cut the lead to 
3-1. 

The Timberwolves 
pulled their goalie with 
the hopes of changing the 
momentum, but the Flyers 
scored at 15:04. “The late 
empty-netter was tough,” 
Johnson said.

Johnson said that inju-
ries and the flu bug have 
hit his team hard late in the 
season. “We even had one 
of our assistant coaches, 
Jake Myers, in the hospital 
because of an apparent 
spider bite,” he said.

Ely travels to Moose 
Lake on Friday, Feb. 7, 
and closes out their regular 
season at Mora-Milaca on 
Thursday, Feb. 13.

Other Ely girls fin-
ishing, with place and 
overall times, included 
Brooke Pasmick, 7th, 
33:50.5, Cedar Ohlhauser, 
19th,  34:56.2,  Jul ia 
Schwinghamer, 26th, 
35:48.8, Kalyssa Eilrich, 
29th, 36:31.3, Cora Olson, 
34th, 36:31.3, Sydney 

Durkin, 35th, 36:32.1. 
Abigail Thompson, 55th, 
39:24.7, Gracie Pointer, 
57th, 39:34.2, Morgan 
McClelland, 66th, 40:55.6, 
Juliet Stouffer, 70th, 
40:55.6, Annikka Mattson, 
72nd, 40:56.8, Sarah Isbell, 
80th, 41:48.5, Amelia 
Pluth, 83rd, 42:48.7, and 

Courtney Eilrich, 85th, 
43:59.3.

The Timberwolves 
were set to compete in 
the Section 7 meet at 
Giants Ridge on Thursday, 
Feb. 7, and the Denfeld 
Championships at Spirit 
Mountain on Saturday, 
Feb. 8.

SKIERS...Continued from page 1B

thank You!
You helped raise $24,645

Event Sponsored By:

All proceeds will purchase Imagination Library books for
children in UWNEMN's service territory. UWNEMN has sent

more than 300,000 books to children since 2008!

A Very Special Thank You To:

at this year's Power of the Purse event!

Sawmill Saloon & Restaurant
The Divas

Keyboard Liquor

Suzie & Steven Henke
P/K Images

Aramark/Ameripride

30West Fitness & Rec
The Amazing Grace Boutique
American Bank
Andrea Simonson—
        Crescent Moon Creations
Anytime Fitness—Virginia
Bath & Body Works—Jacque Ziegler
Benders Shoes
Beth Baucom—LuLaRoe Consultant
Birch Point Boutique
Bits and Pieces
Breanne & Randy Katrin
Caribou Coffee—Hibbing
Casey Drug
CEC Theaters—Cinema 6 in Virginia
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres
Chateau Chantal
Christina’s Custom Creations—Etsy
Club Mesabi / Mesabi Trail
Comfort Suites Canal Park
CTC
Dags Bags—Etsy
Dr. Phil Show
Dyno Nobel
East Range DAC and Range ARC
Elite Island Resorts
Elizabeth Kelly—
      Thirty-One Consultant
Elizabeth Oberstar - 
       Scentsy Consultant
Erin Shay
Essentia Health Skin Renewal
Firelight Galleries / Rozella’s Rack
Five Seasons Sports Center
Forest Lake Restaurant & Lounge
Fortune Bay Resort Casino
Frandsen Bank
Giants Ridge
Grandma’s Restaurant Company
Guthrie Theater
Haigh’s Honey Farm
Heather Pinkoski—

Scentsy Consultant
 

Horns Medical -
Jay & Deb LaRose

Jenni Kritz—Arbonne Consultant
Jessica Whitney—Color Street Nails
Johnson Floral & Gifts
Jubilee Foods
Junction Car Wash
Karol Rae Rokala - 

Mary Kay Consultant
Kathleen Centa Salon
Katie Flannigan—
        Stella & Dot Consultant 
Ken Waschke Auto Spa
Keyboard Liquor
KutiePieKitsch—Etsy
L&M Fleet Supply—Hibbing
Lowe’s—Hibbing
Mabel’s Labels
Maylnn Roebuck
The Mane Salon
Maria Kritz—Mary Kay Consultant
Marina Rolle Mosel—
          Shine Salon & Day Spa
Mary’s Lake Street Floral
Michelle Lampton
Michelle Mix
Michelle Claviter-Tveit

Tupperware Consultant
Midwest Vision Centers
Miners National Bank of Eveleth
Minnesota Discovery Center
Minnesota State Patrol
Miracle Springs Resort & Spa
National Bank of Commerce
Natural Harvest Food Co-op
Northland Plastic Surgery
Ohana Therapeutic Massage
Park Square Theatre
Pebble Spa Company
Piragis
PolymerPamE—Etsy
Purple Coneflower Deisgns - 
       Jodi Maki
 
 

Range Floral
Reif Center
Rhonda Koch
Robin Harkonen
Rocks the Jewelers
Ruby Nails
Rummage in the Porch Boutique
Sawmill Saloon & Restaurant
Security Jewelers
Shelley Robinson
Shelley Valentini
Shine Salon & Day Spa
Shoes and Things
Silver Birch Gifts / Toner Planet
Snap Fitness—Hibbing
SoHo Gallery / Range Center
Stacy Hart
Stages Theatre Company
Statement Designs Co.—Etsy
Steger Mukluks
Subway - Chisholm
Super One Liquor—Hibbing
Susie Cobb Designs—Etsy
Tara Stanisich—Monat Consultant
Target—Virginia
Thrifty Sewing/Nancy Miller—Etsy
Thrivent Gives on behalf of 
          Erin & Jeff Shay
Thrivent Gives on behalf of 
           Robin & Tony Harkonen
Tom & Jerry’s
Tom & Sue Jamar
Trendz Hair Studio
US Bank
Valentini’s Supper Club
Valentini’s Vicino Lago
VJB Vineyards & Cellars
Walmart– Hibbing 
Walmart—Mt. Iron
Wellington Cellars
Wilderness Golf Course
Wildflower Boutique
Willamette Valley Vineyards
Wonderkath—Etsy

Our sincerest apologies if we omitted anyone!
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Cynthia E. Aune
Cynthia Eileen Aune, 

62, of Cook, passed away 
on Monday, Jan. 27, 2020. 
A memorial service will 
be held at 11 a.m. on 
Friday, Feb. 7 at Mlaker 
Funeral Home in Cook. 
Visitation will be held one 
hour prior to the service. 
Arrangements are with 
Mlaker Funeral Home.

Cynthia was born 
to Henry and Marion 
(Lumbar) Schuster on Aug. 
22, 1957, in Cook. Cynthia 
attended school in Orr, and 
then Loman High School 
where she graduated in 
1975. Soon after graduat-
ing, she met and married 
William Steinbach; they 
were blessed with two 
sons, Richard and James, 
and the family lived in 
International Falls for a 
time before Cynthia’s 
path led her in a different 
direction. Cynthia attend-
ed college in Hibbing 
and earned her Certified 
Nursing Assistant cer-
tificate; she worked for 
several nursing homes in 
the Hibbing area. She also 
worked at the Vermilion 
Hotel in Cook and for Bois 
Forte as an Indian Child 
Welfare advocate.

Cynthia liked to stay 
busy in her free time; she 
loved going out to the 
“shack on the farm” during 
hunting season. She was 
also an avid, and success-
ful, fisherwoman. She was 
very patient while fishing 
and would often out-fish 
her family; her family 
teasingly nicknamed her 
“Butch Furtman” after a 
famous angler. Cynthia 
also enjoyed her day trips 
to the casino.

Cynthia was an easy-
going soul who loved to 
joke around and have fun. 
She had a kind heart and 
was a very giving person; 
even though she did not 
have much, she would 
do anything she could to 
help someone in need. She 
loved her family with all 
of her heart, a family that 
included her dog Daisy, 

whom she called “the love 
of her life”.

She  i s  surv ived 
by  her  son ,  James 
Steinbach; brother, Bruce 
Schuster; sister, Roxanne 
Wea ther ton ;  g rand-
daughters, Cassandra and 
Madison; and great-grand-
son, Jaxson.

Cynthia was preceded 
in death by her parents; 
beloved son, Richard 
Steinbach; and dog, Daisy.

Marjorie D. 
Trembath 

Marjorie D. Utecht 
Trembath, 86, of Ely, 
passed away at  the 
Cook Nursing Home on 
Thursday, Jan. 30, 2020. 
Funeral services were held 
on Wednesday, Feb. 5 at 
First Lutheran Church in 
Ely. Family arrangements 

were entrusted to Kerntz 
Funeral Home of Ely.

She is survived by her 
husband, Russell “Tom”; 
son, Keith (Patty); and five 
grandchildren.

Judith M. 
Dargontina

Judith “Susie” May 
Pluth Dargontina, 73, of 
Ely, died on Wednesday, 
Jan. 29, 2020, at Brookdale 
Memory Care following a 
long battle with dementia. 
A memorial service was 
held on Thursday, Feb. 6 
at Kerntz Funeral Home 
in Ely. 

She is survived by 
her sons, Jason (Lisa) 
and Kevin Dargontina; 
and brothers, Richard and 
James “Moots” Pluth.

Joyce Skeryanc, 
Joyce Ball Skeryanc, 

88, of Ely, passed away 
on Tuesday, Jan. 28, 
2020, at the Boundary 
Waters Care Center in 
Ely. Funeral services were 
held on Saturday, Feb. 1. 
Arrangements were with 
Kerntz Funeral Home of 
Ely.

She is survived by 
her daughters, Marriane 
Preblich (Allen Pangrac), 
Diana Bailey (Dale) Jenson 
and Margie Kastelac (Rex) 
Weisinger; grandchil-
dren, Peter, Joseph and 
Cassandra (Joe Wood) 
Swanson, Jamie and Danny 
Jenson, and Shannon Stahl; 
g rea t -grandchi ldren , 
Cody, Tyler, Madison 
and Zoey; and great-great 
grandson, Robbie.

Obituaries and Death Notices

The VHHP Board of Directors would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all who
contributed to the success of the 2019 Lights of Love Campaign.  

A special thank you to the volunteers in the communities of Cook, Orr and Tower 
for their work in coordinating the ceremonies!

2019 29th Annual Lights of Love  

In Honor of:
Frances Scofield     by Nancy Stoneburner
Loved Ones     by Esther Jowaski
Barb Hegg; Robert Pike    by Alice Niemi
Grandchildren     by Laurie Chilcote
The Congregation of Immanuel Lutheran, Tower  by Pastor Liz Cheney
My sister, Cheri Osborn    by Linda Haugen
Deloris Scott     by William & Muriel Scott
Anne Joki     by Rob & Rhonda Joki

In Memory of:
Louise & Dennis Kuharski    by Valla Kuharski
Ellen Burckhardt     by Eric Burckhardt
Raymond & Larry Phillips    by Eleanor Phillips
Donald Baumgartner; Erwin Keister Jr.   by The Tire Shop
Walters & Clines Families    by Timbuktu Marina
Pam Clines     by Matt & Larry Clines;
       Christine Hampson & Familly
Ray Scofield     by Nancy Stoneburner
Tom & Helen Shuster    by Jerry Shuster
John Musech     by Verdella Musech
Tenna Perkio; Michelle Perander Perkio  by Bruce Perkio
Ward, Leone & Paul Conklin    by Cork & Lynn Connor
Patrick Wilenius & Harold Baumgartner  by Leo & Lindi and Family
Family & friends who have gone before us  by Arlee & Doreen Olson
Fred & Katy Erkkila; Richard & Patricia Lenski  by Fred & Dana Erkkila
All of our loved ones who have passed  by Randy & Julie Grahn
Frank G. Meyer     by George & Kathy Meyer
Richard N. Flack; Memphas Padora   by Becky & Don Simpson
Edna Lamppa     by Daryl & Cheryl Lamppa
Eric Jay Kolstad and parents    by Doug & Sue Kolstad
Sandy Bodkin     by Voyagaire Lodge
Our Parents     by Mary & Bill Mollard
Leo & Jean Moeglein    by Michael Moeglein
Robert Delich     by Greg Delich
All of our loved ones who have passed  by Mlaker Funeral Home
Stephanie Moeller Vine; Gary VanBaak;
  Murline Tajiha     by Renee Pollock
Ilse Sutich; Grevich Family    by Kathy & Nick Sutich
Dennis Hanson     by Helen Hanson
Sheldon Sandberg     by Joe & Jenny Stanaway
Donald G. Housenga    by Pauline Housenga
Donald & Marjorie Herr; John & Helen Cinciva  by Steve & Marge Herr
Our loved ones     by Barb Seopa
Tom & Ann Karakash    by Retreat Lodge Resort
Our Parents     by Chuck & Mary Richards
Warren, Regina & Nevin Johnson;
  Bob & Louise Dobosenski    by Tim & Debbie Johnson
Leo Ducharme     by Karen Ducharme
Ole Swanson; Paul & Lucille Olson   by Paula Swanson
Rose Marie Ellegard Roach    by Richard Roach
Wally & Edith Petrell; Bob & Margaret Whitenack  by Gary & Alberta Whitenack
Mel Hintz     by John & Claire Zwieg
Dale A. Lundblad     by Nan Lundblad
Stanley & Donna Schelde; Jane Schelde;
  Mavis Meyers; Allen Gunderson   by Jack & Vicki Schelde
Elizabeth Abrahamson    by Stephen Abrahamson
Pat Karich and Steve Geiger    by The Geigers
Past Members     by Alango Sturgeion Homemakers
Cassandra Brandon    by Roger & Nancy Lindbeck
Bettie & Richard Kirschner    by Larry Hutton Family
PattiJo Knoer     by Gene & Marilyn Jenkins
Deceased CCW Members    by St. Mary’s Council of
     Catholic Women
Darlene Karakas; Jacqueline Champa   by Bob Champa
Phil Cobby     by Ryan & Whitney Cobby
James Barton Dietec    by Robin Sue Fisher
David Rubenstein     by Don Schibel
Our Parents     by Tom & Sharon Pelach
Jack Richardson     by Richardson’s Shangri-La
     Resort

In Memory of  (Continued) 
Carol Ann Pohto; Roger Novak; Jim Backman;
  Dave Lehtinen; Jim Kirk     by Ray & Carol Pohto
Jim Katila      by Sandy Katila
Viola (Podpeskar) Kmett; Dorothea Olson   by Pat & Dick Olson
Clay Jackson; Peggy Harju     by Connie Harju
Erling & Virgie Hegg     by Cherie Bridges
Raymond Johnson      by K. Johnson Family
Ed Borowiec      by Joanne Bergman
R. Terry & June Brownell     by Sandra J. Coughlin-
      Desannoy
JosH Rutar      by Rob Rutar
My Mom      by Laurie Anderson
Leonard & Becky Niemi     by Alice Niemi
Chad & Paige Bergman     by Chuck &
      Gail Bergman
Sanford & Betty Sandberg     by Lori Sandberg
John Musech      by Mike & Donna Picek
Evelyn Pederson      by Andrea Vogel
Jody Cin; Joseph & Mildred Peterka; John & Faye Cin  by John & Diane Cin
Fred & Pat Shusterich     by Dave Shusterich
Ray & Janet Hill      by Steve & Deb Hill
Neil & Dick Mayo      by Katherine Mayo
Donnie Lindgren      by Jen Judas
Jan Ferguson      by Pat & Bill   
      Michaelson
James F. & Emily C. Peyla     by Richard Peyla
JosH Rutar      by Todd, Chris, Kyle &
       Dusty Gabrielson
Nicholas Tuomela      by Susan Tuomela
Raymond Scofield      by Frances Scofield
Patrick McDermott      by Karen McDermott
Helen & Clarence Folstad; Harold Fuson   by Kathryn Fuson
Bonnie Esala      by Mr. & Mrs.
      Kenneth Dall
Patricia Karcih; Irene & Chet Kishel; Fred & Ellen Sorgenfrei  by Shawna &
      Don Kishel
Uncle Carlo & Aunt Dora     by Elaine McGillivray
Dorothy Bahnson and Patty Butler     by Rolf and Laurie   
      Anderson
Edwin Carey & Kathy Artisensi    by Sandy Anderson
Dr. Donald Larmouth     by Dick Larmouth
Marge & Dick Workman     by Doug Workman
Norma & Joe Betlach; Harry Aune    by Julie & Greg Aune
Patricia L. Doble      by Emily Koch
Chris (Boots) Shoemaker     by Gayle Shoemaker
Art & Lorraine Boutto; Don Roderick    by Barb Boutto
Phyliss & Darwin Platter; Bill Joki    by Rob & Rhonda Joki
Tammy Johnson; Dale Long     by Dale Johnson
Bill & LaVern Fromel; Wes & Pat Sjostedt   by Bill & Joyce Fromel
Patty Karich      by Kris & Mike Walker
Leonard & Becky Niemi; Erling & Virgie Hegg;
  Ernie & Lyna Lamppa; Art & Evie Lamppa; Dale Lundblad;
  Sheldon Sandberg; Trevor Reichel    by Dave & Barb Hegg
Shirley Martinson      by Lorraine Carlson
Carol Jean Antus      by Carl Antus Family
Barnes & Heiam Loved Ones    by Becky Barnes
Erling Hegg; Glenn & Elsie Anderson    by Gloria Hegg
John Musech      by The Musech Kids

Generous Donations From:
Lauren & Sheri Sawatzky, Bergetta Indihar, Hill Wood Products, Inc.,
Kay M. Ryan, American Bank, Edwards Oil & Propane/Lucky Seven General 
Stores, Tower Fireman’s Relief Association, Orr American Legion Post 480,
Fortune Bay Resort Casino, MelGeorge’s Elephant Lake Lodge,
Pehrson Lodge Resort, North Star Credit Union, Vermilion Club,
Jan Linse Baldwin, Alan Johnson, Janisch Realty, Cook Timberwolves 
Snowmobile Club, Brenda & Karel Winkelaar, Mary & Kern Walker, Dan Mobilia,
LaCroix Ranger District, Melissa Long, Carol Young, Melissa Roach



REGIONAL—Deep snow since rel-
atively early this winter season has been 
restricting deer movement for weeks, but 
the mild temperatures have kept the winter 
severity index, or WSI, from hitting the 
severe range, at least 
for now. 

The WSI is a 
gauge of winter sever-
ity for whitetail deer. 
It includes a point for 
every 24-hour period 
with a below zero tem-
perature reading and 
another for every day 
with at least 15 inches 
of snow on the ground. 

As of Wednesday, 
WSI readings around 
the region ranged from 
around 50 near Lake Vermilion to as high 
as 80 closer to the North Shore, where deep 
snow has been in place longer. Typically, 
cold weather is responsible for most of the 
WSI points in northern St. Louis County, but 
this winter has been dominated by abundant 

snow and mild temperatures. 
And that could give a false impression 

of the WSI reading this winter compared 
to most recent years. According to DNR 
Tower Area Wildlife Manager Tom Rusch, 
the depth of snow and the duration of deep 
snow are the most significant factors affect-
ing whitetail deer survival in northeastern 
Minnesota, since it impacts their ability to 
access food and escape from predators. By 
contrast, “very cold and dry winters have 
little impact on deer,” according to Rusch.

Recent  winters with abundant snowfall, 
and varying temperatures, have combined to 
limit the recovery of whitetail deer in recent 
years, and it appears this winter could end 
up as yet another in that series. Rusch notes 
several permit areas in the region remain 
below goal for deer density, and have yet to 
recover from heavy snow winters in 2013 
and 2014. 

Rusch, who recently spent considerable 
time in the air for the DNR’s annual aerial 
moose survey, said he was struck by the 
lower numbers of deer spotted during the 
recent survey. “We’re seeing fewer deer on 

the landscape,” he said. 
An ongoing study of whitetail deer 

near Elephant Lake, north of Orr, has found 
close to 40-percent mortality for deer in that 
region. That kind of mortality, which Rusch 
said has been fueled both by abundant snow 
in recent winters and limited winter cover in 
the Elephant Lake area, has prevented the 
deer herd in that area from showing signs 
of recovery. 

Rusch notes that quality deer habitat 
requires both adequate browse— which is 
more available in young, recently disturbed 
forests— and sufficient mature woods, par-
ticularly with conifers, to provide deer with 
thermal protection.

How deer fare this winter will still 
depend on the weather that the area experi-
ences over the next two and a half months. 
Barring an early melt, the area appears likely 
to exceed a WSI reading of 120, which is 
considered a moderate winter in northern 
St. Louis County. But given the lack of cold 
temperatures so far, it would appear unlikely 
that this winter will reach the “severe” cat-
egory, which includes winters that exceed 
a WSI of 180 points.

 Outdoors briefly
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WATCHING THE WEATHER

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

January was warmer and gloomier than usual

Winter may end “tougher 
than average” for whitetails

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

WILDLIFE

Despite lack of extended cold this winter, deep snow is limiting deer movement

DNR seeking 
deer hunter input 
and observations

REGIONAL— The record 
books are now closed on January 
2020 and it probably comes as 
no surprise to North Country 
residents that the month was both 
gloomy and mild. 

And that’s to be expected, 
according to state climatologist 
Pete Boulay, who said cloudy 
conditions in January frequently 
come with warmer-than-average 
temperatures. 

And this past January wasn’t 

just mild, it was exceptionally so, 
as temperatures for the month 
averaged nearly seven degrees 
above average across the region. 
That probably wasn’t enough to 
put this past January among the 
top ten warmest on record, but 
at 6.9 degrees above normal, 
it did make the top twelve at 
International Falls, which has 
the longest period of records of 
any station in the region. 

Other area weather stations 
experienced similar depar-
tures from average. Embarrass, 
for example, was 8.3 degrees 

warmer than average, although 
some of that departure likely 
reflects the change in location 
of the weather station. Still, 
Babbitt’s official weather station 
recorded average temperatures 
for the month that were 6.3 
degrees above normal, while 
Cook’s weather watcher reported 
that the month ran 5.8 degrees 
above average.

While the first half of 
January was closer to average, 
the second half was particularly 
warm, with temperatures often 
running double digits above 

average. That trend continued 
into the first couple days of 
February. When area residents 
woke this past Sunday morning, 
Feb. 2, to an overnight low in 
the upper 20s, it was nearly 35 
degrees above normal, noted 
Boulay.

This past month’s persistent 
cloud cover helped to keep tem-
peratures milder, particularly 
overnight, said Boulay. That’s 
because clouds act like a blanket 
on the Earth, helping to keep 
daytime warmth from escaping 
into space. 

While long-term records on 
cloud cover aren’t available for 
most Minnesota weather sta-
tions, Boulay noted that this past 
month the Twin Cities recorded 
its fewest hours of sunshine since 
1963. He said that pattern held 
true pretty much across the state. 

Despite the mild conditions, 
the area did see plenty of snow-
fall. According to Boulay, snow 
depth in the area, which ranged 
from 20-36 inches during the 
month, was in the top ten for 
deepest snow at this point in the 
winter season. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

R E G I O N A L —
Snowmobile riders have 
been out in force this winter, 
taking advantage of abun-
dant snowfall to ride the 
trails, access their ice fishing 
spots or check their traps. 
They ride a wide variety of 
snowmobile types, includ-
ing “collector” machines – 
those 25 years old or older 
– that are subject to special 
regulations. Specifically, 
owners can obtain a special 
permit that allows them to 
operate or transport a col-
lector snowmobile without 
registration for parades or 
organized outings such as 
races and rallies, and for 
up to 10 days each year for 
personal transportation.

The other option is 
to register their collector 
snowmobile for unlimited 
use, which costs $14.50. The 
registration doesn’t expire 
and is valid until snow-
mobile ownership is trans-
ferred. State trail stickers are 
required to operate on state 
or grant-in-aid trails. More 
information is available in 
the 2019-2020 Minnesota 
snowmobile regulations 
booklet.  

REGIONAL—The 
DNR is seeking public 
input on deer populations 
and observations from 
2019, including experienc-
es hunters had during the 
deer hunting season, issues 
related to deer damage, or 
other deer-related issues. 
The DNR will use the feed-
back to shape regulations 
for the 2020 hunting season. 
The survey, which is open 
until through Sunday, Feb. 
16, and further details are 
on the DNR website  at dnr.
state.mn.us.

DNR: Rules apply 
to collector 
snowmobiles, too

Ritchie
Automatic

Livestock Waterers
and Parts

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

   
from NOAA weather

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

16   4 19   5 20   5
Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   

01/27     26     19     0.00    
01/28     19     11      0.00      
01/29     19     11     0.00     
01/30     23     15     0.00     
01/31     26     15     0.00     
02/01     28     18     0.00     
02/02     35     18     0.02     0.2”
YTD Total       0.81     48.4”  .

01/27     19     12     0.01    
01/28     18     12      0.01    0.3”
01/29     21     14     0.00     
01/30     28     16     0.00     
01/31     28     18     0.00     
02/01     34     21     0.00     
02/02     30     25     0.00                                                                           
YTD Total         NA     42.8” 

01/27     22     16     0.00    
01/28     16     12     0.02      0.5”
01/29     18     12     0.01     0.2”
01/30     22     14     0.01     0.2”
01/31     27     16     0.00     
02/01     27     18     0.00     
02/02     35     22     0.02     0.4”           
YTD Total                1.41     58.4” 

01/20     27     19     0.00     
01/21     19     13     0.02      0.5”
01/22     20     14     0.00     
01/23     24     16     0.00     
01/24     27     18     0.00     
01/25     28     19     0.00    
01/26     36     25     0.01     0.1”
YTD Total      0.63    74.3”

01/27     25     15     0.00    
01/28     15     11      0.00      0.4”
01/29     18     11     0.00      
01/30     25     15     0.00      
01/31     28     17     0.00     
02/01     28     18     0.00     
02/02     35     21     0.00         
YTD Total                0.96     51.5”

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST

21   624   11
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HAROLD’S
ARCTIC

• Large selection of non-current
   sleds
• Most extensive parts &
  accessories inventory in the area
• 52 years in the business
• Full line of Arctic Cat clothing
   & accessories

Centrally located between
Tower & Virginia
218-741-4275

4675 Hwy. 53, Orr MN 
www.ovesonpelican

lakeresortandinn.com
1-800-860-3613 • 218-757-3613

Snowmobiles
Welcome!
Fireside Lobby

Bar & Restaurant
FREE Wi-Fi

Swimming Pool
Hot Tub & Sauna

GOOD OL’ DAYS

• 6 am breakfast Mon.-Sat.
and 8 am breakfast
on Sun.

• 5-7 pm happy hour 
Mon.-Fri.

• Daily meal specials
• Home made soups

& chili
• Friday fish fry
• Pool table, dart board

TVs 

Featuring Minnesota’s

Best Bloody Mary!

OPEN DAILY
Mon-Sat 6 a.m.

Sun 8 a.m.

316 Main St, Tower
218-753-6097

www.goodoldaystower.com

Good ol Days_VOYAGAIRE  2/1/17  12:29 P    

Tower, MN
Hwy. 169 on the left as 

you enter Tower from the west.
 218-753-4851

www.marjomoteltowermn.com

Cable TV • Internet
Microwaves • Coffee

Refrigerators
Single & Double Rooms

Direct Access to
Lake Vermilion
and Local Trails

Embarrass

Pelican
Lake

Taconite Spur
Trail W.

Tomahawk Trail

Stony Spur Trail

Taconite
Spur

Trail N.

Iron Ore
Trail

Fishing Lakes
Trail

Putnam Lake
Trail

Black Bear
Spur Trail

Wolf  Track
Trail

Arrowhead
Trail

Bearskin
Trail

Taconite Trail

Orr
Spur
Trail

Voyageur
Trail

Voyageur
Crane Lake

Trail
Voyageur

Country Trail

10

6

1
2

3

4

5

78
9

See Virtual Tours & Every 
Property On The Market 
On Our Easy Map Search!

JanischRealty.com
(218) 780-6644

Centrally located on Arrowhead Trail
RESTAURANT & BAR

Cabins & Lodge Rooms
Satellite TV

Plenty of trailer parking!

www.melgeorges.com
Box 185, Orr, MN 55771  

800-205-9001 • 218-374-3621

Centrally located on Arrowhead Trail
RESTAURANT & BAR

Cabins • Lodge Rooms • Satellite TV

Plenty of Trailer Parking

NEW Log Cabin
with Jacuzzi & fireplace

NEW 2 Log Cabins
with Lofts & fireplace

FOOD  -  LIQUOR  -  GAS  -  OIL

EXPLORE THE BACK COUNTRY

Experience Extreme Snowmobiling
and the Comfort

of Elephant Lake Lodge.

www.melgeorges.com 
Box 185, Orr, MN 55771

800-205-9001 • 218-374-3621

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC
SNOWMOBILE RACE

SATURDAY, MARCH 14

145 E Sheridan St, Ely, MN 
www.insularestaurant.com

218-365-4855

Serving
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Beer & Wine
(sled parking out back)

HOURS:
Sun 7:30 AM-2 PM • Breakfast to Noon

Monday Closed
Tues thru Saturday 7:30 AM-9:30 PM

3191 Hwy 77, Tower 
(Daisy Bay, Lake Vermilion)

753-6277 Bar/Restaurant 
753-5707 Pizza

VERMILION
CLUB

& POOR GARY’S PIZZA

Hours: 
Mon-Thurs: 3 PM-Close; 
Fri, Sat, Sun: Noon-Close

Dining Room: 
Sun-Thurs: Open daily to 9 PM

Fri & Sat: Noon to 10 PM
Poor Gary’s Pizza:

Sun.-Wed. to 9 PM; Thurs. to 10 PM
Fri. & Sat. to Midnight

• LARGE BAR •
SNOWMOBILES

WELCOME!

Check Out These...

The

SNOWMOBILES WELCOME
COMFORTABLE ROOMS

AFFORDABLE RATES

Cable
& WiFi

320 S Hwy 53
Cook • MN

(218) 666-2272
vermilionhotel.com

& Motel

4513 Hwy 53, Orr MN
218-757-3272

normansorrmn.com

On beautiful
Pelican Lake

ORR, MN  

15 unit motel • Satellite TV
Refrigerators • FREE wireless

Sporting Goods • Bait
Tackle • Maps • Gifts & More

BAR & DINING ROOM
OPEN DAILY

Lodging • Gas • ATM
Mechanic On-Site

SNOWMOBILE RENTALS

1-800-882-6287
www.voyagaire.com

Gateway to
Voyageurs Nat’l Park

11

12

13

14

15

3

7 8 9

14 15

    S
nowmobile HOT Spots

SAMZ 
Place

Happy Hour:
Mon-Thurs: 4-7 PM

Open 10 AM • 7 days a week

Beat the Bartender:
Fri: 5-7 PM

1225 Old Winton Road Ely, MN
218-365-4175

10

Minnesota’s Newest
Ski-Doo Dealer

• New and Used Sleds •
Located right off the

Stony Spur Trail
Snowmobile Rentals Available

30 North Dr, Babbit • 218-827-2635

4

11

OPEN
Year-Round!B&BOpen

Year-Round

Right off the Taconite Trail
between Tower & Ely...

next to Soudan’s Only Store!

• Comfy, cozy rooms
• Great rates starting at

$88 per night
• Wifi

• Continental breakfast
NEW PROJECT/CLASSROOM

on lower level!

218-753-2333
30 Center Street, Soudan

16

Bayview Bar & Grill

Hours: 
Friday thru Sunday

Noon-Close

2001 Bayview Drive, Tower, MN
218-753-2469

FULL 
MENU
& BAR

SNOWMOBILES WELCOME

16

1 5

12

2

6

13

Area Trail Conditions
Taconite Trail
Very Good Condition, Groomed
1-6” base, 16-36” snow on ground

Arrowhead Trail
Very Good Condition, Groomed
1-6” base, 12-34” snow on ground
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PUBLIC NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT
EMPLOYMENT

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Imaging
Full Time  Radiologic Tech (sign-on bonus) 

Environmental Services
Casual Housekeeper & Laundry Aide
(Wage starting at $12.80/hr.)
 

 

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Care Center
FT Director of Nursing- LTC (sign-on bonus)
PT Nursing Assistant 
     (sign-on bonus- wage starting at $15.88/hr.)

Adult Day Services
Casual RN/LPN

Rehabilitation
FT Physical Therapist (sign-on bonus)

Dietary
Full & Part Time Dietary Aide/Cook
(Wage starting at $12.80/hr.)

Highway Laborer
Apply by 2/14/20 

Engineering Aide Trainee
Apply by 2/14/20

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  2/7

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No. 
69VI-PR-19-146

Estate of
William George Welsh
(also known as William G. 
Welsh)
Decedent

NOTICE AND ORDER 
FOR HEARING ON 
PETITION FOR FORMAL 
A D J U D I C A T I O N 
OF INTESTACY- 
D E T E R M I N A T I O N 
OF HEIRSHIP AND 
A P P O I N T M E N T 
OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on February 26, 
2020, at 9:30 a.m., a hear-
ing will be held in this Court 
at 300 Fifth Avenue South, 
Virginia, Minnesota, for the 
adjudication of intestacy and 
determination of heirship of 
the Decedent, and for the 
appointment of Linda Claire 
Welsh, of 8163 E. Stone Lake 
Road, Zim, Minnesota 55738, 
as Personal Representative 
of the Estate of the Decedent 
in an unsupervised adminis-
tration. Any objections to the 
petition must be filed with the 
Court prior to or raised at the 
hearing. If proper, and if no 
objections are filed or raised, 
the Personal Representative 
will be appointed with full 
power to administer the 
Estate, including the power 

to collect all assets, to pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes 
and expenses, to sell real 
and personal property, and 
to do all necessary acts for 
the Estate.

Notice is also given (sub-
ject to Minn. Stat. 524.3-
801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate 
are required to present 
the claims to the Personal 
Representative or to the 
Court Administrator within 
four months after the date of 
this Notice or the claims will 
be barred.

Dated: January 22, 2020

BY THE COURT
Michelle Anderson, Judge of 
District Court
Amy Turnquist, Court 
Administrator
Chelsea Opdahl, Deputy

Attorney for Petitioner
Angela Sipila
Sipila Law Office, LLC
412 S 1st St., Virginia, MN 
55792
Attorney License No: 
024501X
Telephone & Fax: 218-741-
5000
Email: ange@sipilaw.com

Published in the Timberjay, 
Jan. 31 & Feb. 7, 2020

Customer Service Representative
North Star Insurance Agency

Part-time hours. Flexibility. Paid time off. 
Holiday pay. 401(k) match. Seeking the right 
person to join our professional team. Great 
opportunity for someone looking to work 
part-time. Training available. Assistance in 
getting licensed. Could grow into full-time 
if desired. Our agency is growing, this is a 
good time to get involved. Apply on Indeed 
or stop in for an application at 24 S. River 
Street. tfn

 NOTICE OF PRESIDENTIAL 
NOMINATION PRIMARY
Town of Embarrass

Embarrass Town Hall
7503 Levander Road

Embarrass, MN 55732

Notice is hereby given to all qualified voters 
of the Town of Embarrass, County of St. 
Louis, State of Minnesota.  PRESIDENTIAL 
NOMINATION PRIMARY will be held on 
Tuesday, March 3, 2020. Polls will be open 
from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

The purpose of the PNP is for voters who 
identify with a major political party to vote for 
a presidential candidate who they wish their 
party to nominate as the candidate on the 
November State General Election ballots.  
Polling place election judges must record in 
the polling place roster the name of the major 
political party whose ballot the voter request-
ed with the voting history of the nomination 
primary election. 

The major political party whose ballot isse-
lected by a nomination primary voter is pri-
vate data, except that it will be shared with 
the chairs of the major political parties in the 
State of MN. If the voter refuses to select 
on a party ballot, they will NOT be allowed 
to vote.

Jennifer Boese, Embarrass Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 7, 2020 

 NOTICE OF PRESIDENTIAL 
NOMINATION PRIMARY

KUGLER TOWNSHIP
Kugler Town Hall

9072 Hwy 135N, Tower

Notice is hereby given to all qualified vot-
ers of the Kugler Township, County of St. 
Louis, State of Minnesota.  PRESIDENTIAL 
NOMINATION PRIMARY will be held on 
Tuesday, March 3, 2020. Polls will be open 
from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

The purpose of the PNP is for voters who 
identify with a major political party to vote for 
a presidential candidate who they wish their 
party to nominate as the candidate on the 
November State General Election ballots.  
Polling place election judges must record in 
the polling place roster the name of the major 
political party whose ballot the voter request-
ed with the voting history of the nomination 
primary election. 

The major political party whose ballot is 
selected by a nomination primary voter is 
private data, except that it will be shared with 
the chairs of the major political parties in the 
State of MN. If the voter refuses to select 
on a party ballot, they will NOT be allowed 
to vote.

Julie Suihkonen, Kugler Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 7, 2020 

 NOTICE OF PRESIDENTIAL 
NOMINATION PRIMARY

FIELD TOWNSHIP
Field Town Hall

1627 Hwy 25, Cook, MN

Notice is hereby given to all qualified vot-
ers of the Field Township, County of St. 
Louis, State of Minnesota.  PRESIDENTIAL 
NOMINATION PRIMARY will be held on 
Tuesday, March 3, 2020. Polls will be open 
from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Field Town 
Hall. 

Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 207A.11, a 
Presidential Nomination Primary will be held 
on March 3, 2020, in the State of Minnesota, 
the County of St. Louis. Presidential nomi-
nation primary voters must be registered to 
vote pursuant to Minnesota Statute 201.054, 
subd. 1.

Nomination primary voters must also request 
the ballot of the major political party for 
whose candidate the individual wishes to 
vote. Polling place election judges must 
record in the polling place roster the name 
of the major political party whose ballot the 
voter requested. The county auditor must 
include the name of the major political party 
whose ballot the voter requested with the 
voting history of the nomination primary 
election.

The major political party whose ballot is 
selected by a nomination primary voter is 
private data, except that it will be shared 
with the chairs of the major political parties 
in the State of Minnesota. If the voter refuses 
to select on a party ballot, they will NOT be 
allowed to vote.

Pat Chapman, Field Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 7, 2020

KUGLER TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF AUDIT

The Kugler Township Board of Audit will 
be held on Tuesday, February 18, 2020, at         
6 p.m. at the Kugler Town Hall. The regular 
monthly meeting will follow.

Julie Suihkonen, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 7, 2020

Experienced AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN
Full-time, M-F, benefits. Contact Lee 

Phillips. Waschke Family Chevrolet in Cook, 
126 N Hwy 53, PO Box 549, Cook, MN 

55723; 218-666-5901 or 800-238-4545.  tfn

BEARVILLE TOWNSHIP  
Board of Audit 

The Bearville Township Board of Audit  will 
be held on Wednesday, February 19, 2020 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Bearville Town Hall. This 

meeting will consist of auditing the books 
for the year ending December 31, 2019 and 
preparing a budget and proposed levies to 

submit to the Annual Town Meeting. 
 

Kathy Cressy, Bearville Township Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 7, 2020

Loan Officer Supervisor
Working Title:  Director of Business 

Development
Permanent, Full-time Position

Eveleth, MN
Oversee the delivery of the agency’s Business 
Development programs.  Direct, monitor, 
evaluate and report on all aspects of the 
agency’s business development program. 
Monitor and maintain the agency’s loan port-
folio.  Administer, coordinate and develop the 
agency’s activities related to business devel-
opment under guidance of the Executive 
Director of Development. Take a lead role 
in reviewing and evaluating applications for 
financing and make recommendations to the 
Executive Director of Development. Assist 
the Executive Director of Development in 
managing the agency’s loan program in 
accord with agency and state policies, laws 
and regulations. Prepare and/or review legal 
documents for approved projects. Supervise 
personnel and assist in the formation and 
coordination of economic development ini-
tiatives and business outreach efforts in the 
agency’s service area.

Learn more and apply online at
mn.gov/careers

Job ID number is 38691

Contact Barbara Sanders with questions at 
barbara.sanders@state.mn.us 

or 218-735-3027

Application deadline: 02/19/2020
     Equal Opportunity Employer   2/14

CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 
333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user 
with exclusive rights to that 
name. The filing is required 
for consumer protection in 
order to enable customers to
be able to identify the true 
owner of a business.
Assumed Name: Vermilion 
Lawn Service
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF 
BUSINESS: 36 Second 
Avenue, Soudan, MN 55782
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Casey Sunsdahl, 36 Second 
Avenue, Soudan, MN 55782

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the 
person whose signature is 
required, or as agent of the 
person(s) whose signature 

would be required who has 
authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, 
or in both capacities. I further 
certify that I have completed 
all required fields, and that 
the information in this docu-
ment is true and correct and 
in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota 
Statutes. I understand that 
by signing this document I 
am subject to the penalties of 
perjury as set forth in Section 
609.48 as if I had signed this 
document under oath.

Dated: February 3, 2020
SIGNED BY: Casey Sunsdahl
MAILING ADDRESS: PO Box 
206, Soudan, MN 55782

Published in the Timberjay, 
Feb. 7 & 14, 2020

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950



CHIMNEY 
CLEANING

TIP-TOP CHIMNEY SERVICE- 
A Renewable Energy Company. 
Cleaning, Repairs, Inspections, 
Stainless Liners and Caps. 
Insurance estimates. Roofing 
repairs. 218-290-5370. P.O. 
Box 564, Gilbert MN 55741. 
Email: tiptopchimney@gmail.
com. Bonded & Insured. 2/14

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HANDYMAN/
REMODELING

MURRAY’S QUALITY 
SERVICES- Handyman/

Remodeling • Saunas 
• Custom Built-Ins • 

Woodworking • Insured. Call 
Andrew at 218-750-7136.  2/7v

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

LICENSE 
BUREAU

COOK AREA LICENSE 
BUREAU- -221 S. Hwy 
53, Cook. Open-M-F 9-5, 
FastTrack Title Service-
MVR-DNR-Limited DL, CDL/
Motorcycle/ Drivers Manuals. 
Now accepting Visa/MC/
Discover/AmEx. Questions call 
218-666-6199. tfn

SNOW REMOVAL
VERMILION SNOW 
MANAGEMENT- Serving the 
entire Lake Vermilion area. 
Roads, Driveways & Sidewalks. 
Free estimates, insured. tj@
vermilionsnowmanagement.
com or 218-290-0966. Online 
at vermilionsnowmanagement.
com. tfn

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.

MEETING in Ely! “New Ideas” 
WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12 
Steps. For women seeking help 
and hope to recover from any 
addiction: drugs, alcohol, food, 
gambling etc. Every Thursday 
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church. Come join us! Q: 218-
235-3581.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential 
compassionate local support 
call the Rural AIDS Action 
Network, toll-free 1-888-647-
RAAN(7226).

CREDIT REPAIR SCAMS- 
“Credit problems? No problem!” 
No way. A poor credit history 
takes time to repair, no mat-
ter what anybody claims. The 
Federal Trade Commission 
says no company can remove 
accurate or timely information 
from your credit report. Learn 
more about managing credit 
and debt at ftc.gov/credit. A 
message from The Timberjay 
and the FTC. 

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.org 
on the web.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Assembly of God 
Church.

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Classifieds run in all 3 editions 
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 

(private parties only). We now accept payment by 
Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-
753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the 
“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of

Northern
Minnesota

In Your Home”
Superior Quality

• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

AUTOMOTIVE

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service, Orr, Mn 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser, Crestliner,
Lund, Spartan Trailers, Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Winter Hours:

Mon-Fri: 9 AM-5 PM
Sat & Sun: By appointment

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

MARINE  

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

Read us online at
timberjay.com

218-753-2950
See us at: www.grubens.com

Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay!

HELP WANTED
HIRING PART-TIME HELP- Get 
the application at The Great 
Outdoors, 419 E Sheridan St., 
Ely.  1/24

Marina Services
Boat Sales & Repairs • Boat & Motor Rentals

RV Sites • Marina Slips • Boat Storage
Service Hours: M-Fri 8-5, Sat 8-4, Sun 9-3

No Mechanics on Sunday

Store
Ice Cream Cones • Clothing & Gifts • Gas & Bait

Store Open: 7 days a week 8 AM-7 PM

218-993-2214

PAYING CASH
FOR OLD

MOTORCYCLES
**ANY CONDITION**

612-991-3222

WANTED FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

RETIREMENT
AMERICAN SENIOR 

BENEFITS 
Retirement planning specialist  

Janice Johnson-Jacka  
218-780-1185 

Annuities/retirement rollovers 
Cancer insurance, dental plans, 

burial/final expense, home 
health care, life insurance

Medicare supplements, 
long-term care.  2/7
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Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our transactions ensures our

customers a level of comfort that
is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
107 E Camp St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Fax (218)365-6164
Angie Mikulich
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Fax (218)742-9383
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Closing Specialist

COOK OFFICE
P.O. Box 539 • Cook MN 55723
Phone (218)666-3174
Fax (218)742-9392
Sharon Maronick
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

Let these experts 
help with 

your next project

For all your
HEATING,
PLUMBING and
AIR CONDITIONING
needs...
We’re the Professionals

Heisel Bros.
PLUMBING & HEATING
Northgate Plaza • Virginia
741-8381

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri 8 AM-5 PM
Sat 8 AM-Noon
Master Plumber
PC644131

www.heiselbros.com • info@heiselbros.com

REAL ESTATE

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com • info@vermilionland.com
Tower:  218-753-8985

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt

Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion
Licensed Septic Design

& Installation
Complete Site & Building Preparation

Road Building, Land Clearing,
Basement, Demolition

Digging, Dozing, Hauling
Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt
Call for an estimate • 218-365-4220
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731

jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

Your All-Season
Project Headquarters

Lumber
Hardware
Tools
Paint
Friendly Service

4
4
4
4

4

“We’ve
Got What

You Need!”

RATAI
CONSTRUCTION LLC

Steven Ratai
(Owner)

1816 Hwy 25
Cook, MN 

218-780-1124
sandsratai@aol.com

Lic# BC396541 

Let me get your indoor
winter projects done...
kitchen & bathroom,

remodeling & flooring

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung, 

Cook, Ely and surrounding communities
612-834-5769 (cell)

timlillquist@edinarealty.com

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 2/2/2020 North

TM

1-877-608-2931
Promo code N7017

Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may 
apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 3/31/20. Other terms & conditions may apply.  
Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Enjoy a fully guided Hawaiian vacation with beachfront lodging 
on Kauai, Maui, and the “Big Island” of Hawaii, and in Waikiki on 
Oahu. Includes a Pearl Harbor experience where you will see the 
USS Arizona Memorial. Visit historic Lahaina, enjoy a boat cruise 
on the Wailua River, and authentic Hawaiian entertainment and 
food at our Farewell Feast. Guided throughout by our friendly Tour 
Directors—your local experts. Price includes 3 inter-island flights.

13 days, departs year-round

BEST OF HAWAII FOUR-ISLAND TOUR
Oahu • Kauai • Maui • Hawaii “Big Island”

FROM
$2,249

$1,999*

(218) 666-5352
www.bicrealty.com
info@bicrealty.com 

#136026 RURAL COOK 3 BR + loft, log 
cabin on 90 acres. Electric, drilled well 
and septic for year-round use. Located 
near Little Fork River. Detached garage.
PRICE REDUCED! $179,000

#137132 EMBARRASS 4 BR, 3 BA
country home on 40 acres. Numerous 
updates, 3-season porch, newer septic, 
drilled well. Ponds, pole building, garage, 
outbuildings and fence for livestock. 
PRICE REDUCED! $249,000

#138483 GHEEN 118-acre wooded parcel 
with 2 BR insulated cabin. Covered deck, 
maintenance-free exterior. ATV/walking 
trails, mixture of mature timber and 
logged areas. Adjoins state of MN lands. 
$142,500

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Elbow Lake-$69,900  13+ wooded
acres and 525 ft of shoreline. 
MLS#137794

Big Falls-$26,000  Nice level 40 
acres with electric at the road. 
MLS#135678

Big Falls-$26,000  Level wooded 
40 acres with electric at the road. 
MLS#135688

Crane Lake-$129,000 3 BR boat- 
access cabin with 215 ft of shoreline. 
MLS#137321

Orr-$177,000 2 BR county home
on 2 acres with 2 garages.  
MLS#137162

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

PINE PANELING ON SALE!
1x6 V-JOINT

“CABIN GRADE”
KNOTTY PINE PANELING

41¢ linear ft


